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                                                                                                                 Greetings from Janeôs World!   

 
  As I sit and write this the autumn leaves are drifting by my window, it is a warm, beautiful fall day and I  
  see a cloud of dust (no, it is not the Lone Ranger and Tonto) coming from my neighbors combine harvesting 
  double crop soybeans while the only thing falling are the leaves and not rain or snow!  Harvest is really close 
  to being completed in this part of the state, all that is left is mainly double crop soybeans.  And, that is the  
  farm report from Jane! 
 
  Once again, the state board meeting was filled with much business and interviews of the candidates for the  
  upcoming election in March.  I was really excited to see so many people interested in serving on the state  
  board.  I think I should be excited unless that means they think I am really doing a lousy job and want to  
  make changes! Hmmm!  Seriously it is great to see more than one choice given to the delegates at the  
  conference.   No, not all of the positions have more than one but some do!  All the candidates are very  
  qualified and will add much to the state board! 
 
  I have been listening, I took my recommendations to the board, they agreed on some of them and so now we 
  have less different due dates!  Seriously I heard that all the time, ñwhy do we have so many different due  
  dates, they are hard to remember them all!ò  We consolidated as many as we could plus are asking for a  
  by-law change to get one in sync with another date! 
 
  The March Conference is going to be so much fun and full of surprises and guess what?  The board doesnôt  
  even know all the surprises that will happen at the conference!  If you have never attended a conference, this  
  is the year to start!  I guarantee you, you will enjoy it, learn a lot from others and the share shops, and go  
  away enthused and motivated! 
 
  I was looking for just the right saying to end this with and being a Snoopy Lover I found a picture of Charlie 
  Brown and Snoopy together in bed with Charlie Brown reading to Snoopy and it says, ñThe most wonderful 
  place to be in the world are: In Someoneôs thoughts. Someoneôs prayers. And in Someoneôs heart.ò  I hope 
  each and everyone of you are in all these wonderful places! 
 

                                                                 Later,  

                                                             Jane  

                                                
  

 

 IAHCE PRESIDENT JANE CHAPMAN 
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1st VICE PRESIDENT 
Sharon Middleton  

  
 As everyone is saying, ñWhere Did  
 This Year Go?ò. I donôt know but it  
 went faster than the fastest train!   
 Getting back to the subject, it has  
 been a terrific year for IAHCE.   
 Weôve had several counties who  
 celebrated 100 years...how many  
 organizations can say that!  And, 

there will be more 100 year celebrations in the next few 
years. Congratulations to you all. 
  
Many of you have sent me lessons you have presented in 
your counties since District Workshop and I will get them 
out to all of the other counties. Iôm running a bit late, but 
you will get them. Please remember to send me ideas for 
lessons for the 2020 year. Ideas and suggestions are due to 
me by January 1. These are collocated into the different 
categories and sent off to our U of I liaison, Karla Beltzer.  
She then sends these ideas off to the U of I Educators who 
go over and see which ones are possible lessons. We then 
vote on 6 topics from their list for the 2020 year. And we 
thought we wouldnôt get to the year 2000! 
  
I have seen, and have been sent some, of your Program 
Booklets. You all are very busy in your counties. Lessons 
are what keeps counties going. Fun classes, classes for 
health and wellness, lessons for travel here and abroad, 
and many more topics.   
  
At the state conference in March, we will spend more time 
for you to share with everyone how you go about getting 
lessons, besides the ones from the U of I Educators. Have 
a list ready to tell others what your favorite lessons have 
been in the past and those coming up in 2019.  
  
We will only have 1 hour to get all this done. Come with a 
positive attitude and lets go into the new year with great 
lessons to take to our membership and those new to 
IAHCE.    
   
            Sharon Middleton  

 EXECUTIVE BOARD  

   2nd VICE PRESIDENT     
           Angela Hicks 
 
 As I reflect back over the past six  
 years there have been moments of  
 feeling confident and doubtful;  
 moments of happiness and sadness;  
 and but most importantly there have  
 been sparks of accomplishment and  
 inspiration! I have two quotes I live  
 by in my life, the main one is ï  

ñAnd we know that all things work together for good 
to those who love God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose.ò Romans 8:28.  

The other one begins òAspire toò  

meaning my hopes, ambition, and goals. To accomplish 
the job of IAHCE Second Vice President, the main goal 
was to look at the membership positively with the idea 
that we work on what we could control which was  
increasing membership. 

To accomplish these goals I had to òInspireò. Many 

women before me, inspired me. They showed me how 
worthwhile this organization is through their leadership. 
Sharing their knowledge and encouraging participation. 
Showing dedication to their family and community.  
Inspiration is all around us...people, books, nature, caring 
attitude, smiles when we donôt feel like smiling, kind 
words, etc. As the IAHCE Second Vice President, I was 
inspired to share the basics of how to market our organi-
zation, how to present ourselves to encourage others to 
join, and how to follow-up. It has been so encouraging to 
see that many counties have gained new members. You 
have it within yourself to inspire! 
 
The list of inspiration is endless we just have to stop, 
listen, and sometimes ñlet goò. This brings us to the last 

line of the quote òbefore you Expireó!  
 
My tenure as the IAHCE Second Vice President is about 
to expire! Yes, it is time for me to step down from the 
IAHCE Board so that another leader may inspire you! 
 
It has been an honor to serve on the IAHCE Board first 
as the District 2/3 Director and then as the Second Vice 
President. This experience and the people I have met 
along the way have inspired me to become a more 
productive member of HCE, as well as, help others to 
become a part of the HCE team! Continue to let your 
light shine for HCE!  

I shall return, as  
òI Aspire to Inspire before I Expireó! 

 
                                                    Angela Hicks  



                                    EXECUTIVE BOARD                  

            SECRETARY 
            Donna Richards 
 
It was great to see you in August  at 
the District Workshops which were 
fun, informative and very 
rewarding.  
 
As you finish up ñCelebration at the 
Crossroadsò, make your plans to 
attend the 2019 IAHCE Annual 
Conference ñCelebrating Around 

the World with IAHCEò, March 12th  ï 14th at Keller 
Convention Center in Effingham, Illinois. Conference 
Chair Marilyn Schaefer and Co-Chair Pat Hildebrand have 
a great Conference planned. 
 
Mail your Conference Registration Form and Share Shops 
Registration Form early to me at 803 W. Jourdan St., Apt. 
B3, Newton, IL  62448. Please remember that some of the 
Share Shops will be limited. Assignment of all Share 
Shops are based on Registrations first received are first 
served. 
 
Please plan to attend the Secretaryôs Share Shop at 
Conference to meet your new State Secretary, who will  
be elected during the Annual Business Meeting on 
Wednesday,  March 13th. 
 
Hopefully, your County President receives the Presidentôs 
Pre-Annual Conference Packet in the mail at about the 
same time as you are reading this newsletter. If I have 
received your current list of County Officers (Secretaryôs 
Report), then the packet reached the correct person. We 
use the reports for any mailings the Board needs to do. 
 
Any questions, please feel free to send me an email at 
dsrichards001@hotmail.com 
 
Thanks, 

Donna Richards                                                              
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         TREASURER 
          Beverly Combs 
 
 I really enjoyed traveling over the  
 state and meeting you all at the  
 August District Workshops. To  
 those attending the 2nd Vice/ 
 Treasurer session, I appreciated 2nd  
 Vice Angela taking lead of the  
 session. She did a great job  
 explaining why the county 2nd Vice 

and county Treasurer need to work together on their 
membership report and submission of state dues. I hope 
some of what we shared will be helpful.  
 
Remember to check the information I gave each treasurer 
for the various details involving your county treasurerôs 

   EDUCATION COMMITTEE  

assignment. And, donôt forget that Iôm only a phone call 
away if you need some help. 
 
As the end of this year nears, here are some important 
items for county treasurers:         
               - By now you should have the Friendship 
Projects Fund monies mailed to me. If not, do so ASAP.                                                                       
 - Your county dues should be postmarked by 
January 15th, 2019.  Donôt forget the transmittal sheet 
(green) that needs to accompany the dues check 
(payable to IAHCE). I included this form for each 
county treasurer at the August District Workshops. This 
form can also be found on our website ï www.iahce.org                                                                                                                
 - Keep in mind that the number of members 
turned in to your District Director and the number of 
members you pay dues for must be the same. The 
number of recorded members is of December 31st, 2018.                                                                                                                      
 ï Failure to have the dues paid by the deadline 
will make your county ineligible to count it as a credit 
on the County of the Year form. The same is true of the 
Friendship Projects Fund monies. 
 
Lastly, I hope you are planning to attend the March 
2019 Annual Conference in Effingham. It promises to 
be another great conference. 
 
Wishing you a Blessed holiday season with family and 
friends.                                           

                                                                 Bev Combs                                             

                                                                                     
 

 
                      

CULTURAL ENRICHMENT 
               Peggy Long 
 
Well ladies, as another year is  
coming to an end, so is my term  
on the state board. I have made a  
couple of changes again this year,  
but this should be my last changes; 
hopefully this will make things  
easier for you. As most of you 
know you can now email me your 
entries, but I had to change my email address, so please 
make note of that. Of course you can still mail me your 
entries to the same address, but the board changed the 
due date to Jan. 31. Too many of you were complaining 
because there were too many different dates when 
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Cultural Enrichment, continued   
 
things are due, so now the reports and Cultural Arts show 
entries are due the same time, January 31. If they arenôt 
postmarked by Jan 31, I am not supposed to even open 
them, so watch the date. Also, if you mail me your entries, 
remember to send a self-addressed stamped envelope with 
them.   
 
I did also change a couple of categories, but I am not going 
to tell you what that is, you need to go to the web site, 
IAHCE.ORG to look. If I told you, you would be confused 
anyway, so look. Or, if you donôt have a computer you can 
email me, or call me and I can tell you what they are.   
 
If you didnôt get your ideas in to me for a make it take it 
yet, just let me know at conference on Tuesday what you 
would like to do, and the cost, along with a finished prod-
uct, so I can show it in my room, or you can let me know 
before then. As always if you give me 2 weeks notice,  
before conference, I can  make copies of the instructions 
for you.   
 
We will be taking entries on Monday night, so bring them 
on down.   
 
Canôt wait to see you, many for the last time. We have 
some fun things planned, so come on down and visit, sit 
down, kick your feet up, and stay awhile. 
 
Mail your stuff to Peggy Long, 1573 39th Av.  Moline, Il.  
61265.  Or, email to peggylong661@gmail.com. 
                  Phone # is still 309-517-1032.   
 
See you in Effingham.                                            

Peggy Long  

 FAMILY AND  
COMMUNITY ISSUES 

Norma Korte 
           
 Hello from Southern Illinois again   
 and for the last time as Family &  
 Community Issues Director. The fall  
 harvest is almost completed; all we  
 need is about two days of good dry- 
 ing weather to finish the soybeans. 
Trees are changing, apples are ready 

to pick, and pumpkins are showing up as yard decorations. 
 
I wanted to express how much I have enjoyed being your 
Family & Community Issues Director. You have taught 
me a lot and I hope you have learned a little from me this 
past year. We didnôt have time to discuss and share much 
at the August Workshops, so I am going to allocate more 
time at the March Annual Conference share shop for us to 
exchange ideas. You will also have an opportunity to meet 
the new Family & Community Issues Director that will be 
elected during IAHCE Conference business meeting.   
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INTERNATIONAL  
     Cara Ausmus 
 
 
As we embark on our outbound  
exchange with Australia's CWA, we 
have Deon Maas preparing to travel 
and some extras in store for our  
members. She has a separate article 
on page 48 of this newsletter with her 
plans which include a blog while she 
is there and of course speaking to groups after her  
return. We are very excited about her preparations and 
plans. Be thinking about groups or counties having her be 
in an area or district to save travel time and expense.  
She is open to overnighting with our members to accom-
modate several groups at a time in areas away from her 
home base near Peoria. Think about how we can all work 
together to facilitate this. With January we will change 
International focus to learn more about India and that  
area's treats and treasures. At conference we will be 
touching on these two topics and learning more about 
how our Friendship Projects Fund money will be used 
and assigned with ACWW projects. There will also be 
news about a new exchange in 2020.  
 
Please take the ACWW Survey conveniently on our 
IAHCE.org website if you havenôt yet. Thank you for 
representing our country! 
 
I hope everyone is able to see, learn and/or taste some-
thing internationally new between now and conference.    
  
Good on you- Australia and Namaste- India. See you 
soon in Effingham!! 

Cara Ausmus  
 

 
This is a friendly reminder to send your Education Award 
applications to me for Family & Community Issues by 
January 31. If you know of a family that would be a good 
candidate for the Family of the Year, those applications 
are due on January 31. The time will get here before you 
know it, so get started now!! Remember that you are  
limited to 10, double-sided pages of supporting material 
for each application.    
 
The Conference Committee has been working hard to  
organize a great conference again. Make plans now to 
sign up for the different share shops and be prepared to 
enjoy visiting with the HCE members you have met 
through the years. Have a great time at the IAHCE  
Annual Conference in Effingham, IL! 
 
Best Wishes from Korte Farms for a Merry Christmas. 
 
                                                      Norma Korte  

   
How do you tell when you're   
  out of invisible ink? 
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     PUBLIC RELATIONS  
                Pat Hildebrand 
 
Fifty-three counties submitted articles  
for this issue. Great job from all the  
districts! Youôll just have to read  
what all has been done and is being  
planned. 
 
There are so many ideas for events  
and programs that are being shared. 
Look for the ideas for new programs, 
Holiday Bazaars, trips, tours, teas, displays, projects, State 
Homemakers Camp and the signing of HEA Week Procla-
mation plus different ways to promote HCE. 
 
PROGRAM IDEA:  Macoupin County held a special 
program for Founders Dayé.Heartland Mini Hooves 
(Mini Horses for Therapy). See pictures from Macoupin 
County on page 35 of this newsletter. 
 
 
                                       
  
                                     
            PROMOTION/PUBLICITY IDEA: 
   Perry County members handed 
                                          out plastic toy soldiers to 
          remind people to pray for our 
          soldiers and to thank them for 
            their service to our country. 
 
You all have done so many super-good programs and held 
events that warrant an Education Award! So, get those 
applications written and sent to me by January 31. 
 
This issue contains all the information you need for 2019 
Annual Conference in Effingham. If you plan to arrive  
Monday night, you can register then The program book 
will have some suggestions for Monday night activities if 
you are looking for something to do. Or, you can just ask 
at the registration desk about whatôs going on.  
 
Some important things to do before Annual Conference:    
1) Pre-order pin and bag.  
2) Place an ad in the IAHCE 95th Annual Conference  
       program Book (name only-$10; business card size- 
       $25; 1/2 page-$50; Full page-$90.)        
The Board is encouraging all counties to place an ad. It 
would be great to see 100% participation! 
 
If you would like your county featured in the slide  
presentation at the conference, please send photos to  
Sharon Davis, 16015 E. 700th Avenue, Watson, IL  
62474 or e-mail them to her at skdavis21@gmail.com by 
January 31.   
See you all in March as we TRAVEL AROUND THE 
WORLD! 
 
Have a happy and safe holiday season. 

 
Pat Hildebrand  

 

               CVH/SALES  
                   Ashley Davis 
 
 As I write this article another year is 
 almost over. It has been a busy 2018  
 for my family. We had two daughters  
 get married in September two weeks  
 apart. I will cherish all the great    
 memories of 2018 and I have to say I  
 have some great ones.  
 
 It was so good to see everyone at the 

2018 District Workshops. I want to give all the District 
Directors a shout out for their hard work in planning the 
workshops. I always get excited when I know itôs time to 
spend time with the State Board and HCE Members. 
I hope that yaôll are ready for the 2019 IAHCE Annual 
Conference. Isnôt it exciting to know that we will be 
ñCelebrating Around the World with IAHCEò? I am pretty 
excited to know I get to travel with an organization that 
has the greatest members. But before we leave on our 
world travels we have some work to do. Itôs that time of 
the year for you to be gathering all your volunteer hours 
and turn them in. I am getting antsy to see all the hours 
this year. I would like to say ñThank You!ò for your hard 
work and dedication. You all are TRULY AWESOME! 

 
Just a few reminders: 

The absolute postmarked deadline is January 31,2019 to 
submit hours. This is the date the hours must be to me, 
if you wish to be considered for State Awards. Please 
make sure members are listed alphabetically by last name. 
The forms can be found online www.iahce.org in the 
guidebook on pages 73-76. 
 
I have a poem to share, it makes me think of all of you:   

When you volunteer,  
youôre not paid in money  
Youôre paid in Love,  

people may forget what you said 
People may forget what you did,  

But they will never. 
Forget how you made them FEEL! 

 
I know that when I volunteer it makes my heart happy to 
know that I am able to make that one person smile. As I 
close I would like to say it doesnôt matter how big or how 
small the number of hours you have, turn them in. You all 
deserve a pat on the back.  
 
Hot New Item coming to IAHCE Sales: IAHCE is 
getting a Christmas Ornament!! There will only be 500 
ordered. So, this is a limited item! The Christmas 
Ornament will not be released for sale until the 2019 
IAHCE Annual Conference in March. The Christmas 
ornament will be $5.00 each.  
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Years to you and you 
families. May God Bless you all.            
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           NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT     
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                                                                           2nd VICE PRESIDENT  
 
Norma Korte of Massac County. Norma has applied for the position of 2nd Vice President.  
Norma has been an active HCE member for the last 47 years and has held county positions of  
President, 1st Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary & PR/CVH. Norma has held former IAHCE State 
Board positions which include 2010 -2014 & 2018 / Family and Community Director, 2015- 2017 
served as 1st Vice President. ñAs a former IAHCE State Board member, I have learned more about 
state HCE responsibilities and how important it is to have an open mind to otherôs viewpoints. I work 
well with all different kinds of people and have excellent organizational skills.ò 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                              SECRETARY 
 
Cathy Eathington of Fulton County.  Cathy has applied for the position of Secretary. Cathy has 
been an active HCE member for the last 44 years and has held county positions of President, 1st Vice 
President, 2nd Vice President and Treasurer. Cathy has 40 years of leadership experience in 4- H and 
was inducted into the 4- H Hall of Fame. ñI have held many community & church leadership positions 
over the years. If I am elected to the position of Secretary, I will bring my love for organization and 
the ability to work well with others. I am the mother of 4 sons and 3 daughters by marriage and with 
my grandchildren bring an extra love for life.ò 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

                                                                                           SECRETARY 
  

Richey Vanderspool of Champaign County. Richey has applied for the position of Secretary.  
Richey has been an active HCE member for the past 3 years and has served at the county level as 1st 
Vice President and Cultural Enrichment Director. ñI believe that with my abilities and qualifications,  
I would be the best candidate to serve IAHCE as your Secretary. I am a retired RN. I have been  
disabled since 2008 and have over come many obstacles. My disability slows me down but does not 
keep me from accomplishing my goals. I have 4 grown children all living away.ò 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                                        FAMILY & COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 
Eleanor Gregory of Madison County.  Eleanor has applied for the position of Family & Community 
Issues Director. Eleanor has been an active HCE member for the past 7 years and served in county 
position as International Director. Eleanor had taught second grade for 45 years. She has raised 6  
children and hosted 20 exchange students. ñAs I consider the responsibilities of selecting specific  
topics for the coming years, I may consider new slants on the previous topics and /or consider other 
relevant topics such as consequences of technology in our families. I would like to promote awareness 
along with specific actions that our HCE ladies can grab on to and truly make a difference in their 
families and communities. I love interacting with people and was one of the IAHCE óBaltic Statesô 
ladies.ò 
 

Norma Korte 

Cathy Earthington 

Richey Vanderspool 

Eleanor Gregory 

The IAHCE Nominating Committee interviewed potential candidates for the IAHCE Board on October 14, 2018. We want 
to thank these candidates for applying for a state board position and taking the time to travel to Effingham for an interview. 
The following names will be placed on the ballot for election at the 2019 IAHCE Annual Conference Business Meeting 
held March 13, 2019. 
 



VOTING DELEGATE INFORMATION 
 
 

     Voting symbols will be given to the voting delegates at the time of registration before the business meeting. 
  
     Voting Delegates must have the symbol in order to enter the Delegate seating area. 
 
     ALL VOTING DELEGATES MUST SIT IN THE ASSIGNED AREA ï only Voting Delegates will be allowed in 
      this area. Voting Delegates seated in other areas will not be allowed to vote! 

 
     Voting Delegates must be seated in the designated area by 8:15 a.m. 
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 NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT,  continued    

 

CULTURAL ENRICHMENT  
       

Rita Overacker of Kankakee County.  Rita has applied for the position of Cultural Enrichment  
Director. Rita has been an active HCE member for the last 30 years and has held county positions 
of 2nd Vice President, International, PR & CVH.  ñI have held many leadership positions in church, 
scouts, 4-H and HCE. I am currently into promo sponsors for Kankakee 2019 County Fair and hold 
the position of  election judge. It would be a great honor to be a part of the IAHCE State Board.ò Rita 
has 4 children and 11 grandchildren.   
 
 

 
 
 

 
Sonya Bishop of Pike County. Sonya has applied for the position of Cultural Enrichment Director.  
Sonya has been an active HCE member for the past 5 years and has served as Cultural Enrichment 
Director on the county board for 3 years. ñI am confident with a computer and available technology.  
I try to cultivate art in my surroundings whether it be plants, accessories or pops of color. I pay  
attention to the details. I encourage those around me to be creative and learn new things. That some-
times the project you had planned turns out different than you pictured and better than you thought. 
The act of creativity is good for oneôs well-beingò.  
 
 
       
Karen Davis of Carroll County. Karen has applied for the position of Cultural Enrichment Director.  
Karen has been an active HCE member for the past 11 years and has been President, 1st Vice  
President and Cultural Enrichment for her unit. Karen has been an appointed voting delegate to state 
conference for the past several years. ñMy previous experience in leadership roles has honed my 
skills and desires to be a part of the state board. I have coordinated and directed two area wide quilt 
shows to benefit the local library (Mt. Carroll, IL) I also served as a leader in home educators parent 
organization during a time of growth from 30 family members to 75. I have strong communication 
skills, both written & spoken. I hold leadership roles in my community. Currently, I am the face of  
Red Gate Embroidery (I have done your conference bags for the last several years). Early American 
Crafts and Heritage Skills are among my favorite things. I have enjoyed spending time in your  
   conference cultural enrichment displays and assisting current director with duties of this position.ò 
 

 
In addition to the candidates described, nominations will also be taken from the floor for any of these positions. The  
person who is being nominated from the floor must apply to the Nominating Committee Chairman at least 72 hours prior 
to the business meeting and be interviewed by the Nominating Committee to be eligible for an IAHCE Board position. 
 

    Respectfully submitted, 
                         Nominating Committee ï Mary Eustace, Chairman 

        Angela Hicks, Pat Hildebrand, Ashley Davis and Janel Kassing 

Rita Overacher 

Sonya Bishop 

Karen Davis 



DISTRICT 1 DIRECTOR 
Becky Thomas     

 
 Happy Holiday! 
 
 I put my second IAHCE Board   
 Meeting under my belt in  
 October.  
  
 I feel more tied in now that I  
 have experienced the District  
 Meetings across the state.  I  
 enjoyed participating in the  
 program, The Leading Ladies  

of Illinois. My story was a tribute because of the ancestry  
I have to the Apple River Fort. The entire program, with  
pictures, is on the IAHCE website. Thank you Sharon  
Middleton and Clarence for creating a lasting memory.  
 
Thank you to everyone that helped at the District 1, 2/3 
meeting. I am grateful to Lee and Stephenson Counties in 
District 1 for the registration table, the Aim, Creed and 
prayer. I was excited to have many counties there to  
support me. I am learning to organize myself and planning 
to improve my meeting techniques!  
 
The annual meetings are finished with Stephenson and  
Warren Counties. I hope all the counties are accomplishing 
their goals and programs. Ladies, you do so much in your 
communities, be proud of that activity.  
 
I look forward to seeing everyone at the Annual Conference,  
Celebrating Around the World, in March 2019. May you 
have joyous holidays and a safe winter.    
          

                                             Becky Thomas  
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HENDERSONéé. 
Organized 1939 

 
Greetings from Henderson County ð one of the smallest 
counties in Illinois. As we only have 19 HCE members 
county wide!!! 
 
We held our annual meeting April 28 at the Stronghurst 
Methodist Church. Members enjoyed a delicious break-
fast prepared by the church ladies.  
 
Lisa Unger, pastor of the Stronghurst Methodist Church, 
presented the program "reach out"; we need to take more 
responsibility and reach out to the needy!! 
 
Mary Alice brought the friendship plate filled with  
goodies. We decided to give it to Warren County HCE 
members to pass around. A member fills the plate with 
goodies, writes a note about their experiences with HCE, 
passes it on to another member!! We found it to be rather 
rewarding. 
 
After the business meeting, Bev passed out certificates 
and awards. We are very proud of our members, as they 
volunteered 2,946 1/2 hours in 2017. 
 

July was a very busy month with many HCE members 
volunteering at the Henderson County Fair as well as  
entering items. 
 
September 17, HCE members held their fall get together 
at the Gladstone Community Building. We celebrated 
Illinois 200th birthday with members wearing Red, 
White and Blue. 
 
The HCE board furnished the meat and members brought 
a dish to pass; a very good meal!! After the meal we all 
made a pine cone Christmas ornament. Mary Lee Taylor 
provided it and all of the items needed to make it. 
 
Mary Alice gave a program on how Illinois became a 
state, it was very informative. We all learned facts about 
our state that we were not aware of. 
 
On October 12, HCE members met at the Stronghurst  
Extension Office for a afternoon of making crafts. Mary 
Alice brought supplies to make 5 different Halloween 
and Christmas items. Members brought finger food to 
share. It was a fun time for all. 
 
Individual units will be planning their Christmas parties 
in December. 
 
Henderson County may be small but we still donate to  
4-H, schools and food pantries and members donate 
many hours of their time for their community. 
 
Happy Holidays to All!! Have a safe winter. 
 

Bev Alecock 
Public Relations, Henderson County 

JO DAVIESSéé. 
Organized 1935 

 
From Jo Daviess County:  Greetings from the northwest 
of Illinois, at the top of Illinois!   
 
The six HCE Units in the county have been busy this past 
year.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Service to others: Pictured are members of the Eureka Unit, 
who made catheter covers for the residents of Waverly Place  
in Stockton, IL. Receiving the project was Christine of Waverly 
Place. Members Arlene Orton and Deb Dombroski presented. 
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MERCERéé. 
Organized 1917   
On October 11, 2018, MCHCE held a special event called 
ñTea and Topicsò. We chose to sponsor an event for  
members and friends of HCE with a special program that  
is similar to the SPIN Clubs established for 4-H members. 
Our program would be called ñSPUNò Clubs that are  
SPecial UNits Clubs.  We offered two sessions to  
accommodate those who worked during  
the day and needed 
the evening choice,  
or an afternoon  
session for those who  
did not wish to choose 
 an evening session.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Mercer County is  
 offering  members  
 and friends in the  
 community an  
 opportunity to learn   
 new skills.  

LEEéé. 
Organized 1929 

 
We awarded a trophy to a Home Economics 4-Hers for 
winning top honors at the 4-H Fair and Jr. show in July.  
We also provided a camp scholarship to a deserving  
4-Her. 
 
Our board members provided a Christmas donation of 
$5.00 each to a non-profit organizations and/or causes  
usually within our county. 
 
Marilyn Kemmerer, Natalie Witek, Cindy Wilson, Donna 
Wellman and Shirley Rees donated a total of 16 pies 
(apple and pumpkin) to help with the Farm Visit Day 
sponsored by Katie Pratt, who is a member of an Agri-
Business organization. 
 
Our country of study is Israel this year. We have a lunch-
eon of a sampling of Israel's foods prepared by the board 
members. We selected the country because we have a 
member who has toured Israel and because it has been in 
the news. 
 
Seven members attended the August IAHCE District  
meeting in Sycamore and served as registrars. We are  
distributing 8 oz. plastic water bottles for collecting  
"Funds for Friendship" to be submitted at the March 
IAHCE annual conference in Effingham. 

Book Bag Project: 
 
All six Units in the county participate in our ñBook bag 
Projectò. Members make books bags and contribute 
books for each of the book bags. The bags are donated to 
the various pre-schools in Jo Daviess County.   

One of our county members, Fern Andersen, pictured 
above, who has moved from Stockton to Northbrook, 
continues to make book bags for her former Woodbine 
Unit. She makes over 30 bags a year.   
 
Pop tabs:  
The Units for this year have collected over 30 pounds of 
tabs, donated to McDonalds, and continues collect milk 
tops through Prairie Farms for the education programs.   
 

Ann Coppernoll  
Public Relations/Historian, Jo Daviess   

 

 DISTRICT 1 NEWS  

Our recent Genealogy Lesson was very well attended.  
Jan Cronkite, speaker, showed a 30-minute video of her  
experiences in Ireland on her quest for family history.  
She provided helpful resources and suggestions for  
methods of research.  Her presentation was enthusiastic 
and enticing. 
 
Three board members helped 75 4-Hers prepare 12,000 
meal packets on May 29th. 
 
Our May Annual meeting celebrated the Illinois Bicen-
tennial and featured the program "Women in Military 
History" presented by Carol Chandler, Lee County,  
Historical Society. Her presentation was spellbinding and 
informational. 
 
Thank you, 
 

Frances Eccher 
Public Relations, Lee County 
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ROCK ISLANDéé. 
Organized 1921 
 
Come September, Rock Island County HCE Units were 
ready for the 2018-2019 year. Units had been given the  
September Lesson for Living earlier in the year and  
Leadership Day brought them up-to-date with reminders 
of things to come and encouragement to get everyone on 
board. 
 
The three Lessons for Living, for the fall months, were  
given by University of Illinois Nutrition and Wellness  
Educator Kristin Bogdonas from our Rock Island Exten-
sion office. The first lesson was "Pumped for pumpkins", 
given with the help of Educator Martha Smith Horticultur-
alist. It was well received, some saying, "I never knew 
you could do so much with pumpkins". The tasting of  
several recipes was interesting too. How about a dish of 
"Pumpkin Nice Cream". 
 
The other two lessons were, 'Fermentation 101",  
remember Grandma's old crock filled with cucumbers  
fermenting, held down in the liquid with a big plate with a 
rock on top. However, this lesson was a more up-to-date 
way of preserving food by fermenting. The next lesson, 
"The Art of Altering", not your clothes but ingredients to 
make healthier food dishes to serve, was well received. 
Again both lessons had samples of food from the lessons 
for everyone to taste. All the lessons were interesting and 
proved useful to many. In December, another lesson will 
be given to be used in January. 
 
Cultural Arts Day was held October 6th, though not the  
number of entries the committee had hoped for, the  
entries showed a great deal of talent. Pictured is a wall 
hanging chosen to go to state competition. The speaker  
for the day was quite interesting. Mr. Clayton Peterson 

DISTRICT 1 NEWS  

spoke on the history of quilts in the Underground  
Railroad, a system used to help those trying to escape  
slavery in the 1800's.  
 
 
Mr. Petersen with his 
underground railroad 
quilt. The blocks on his 
quilt copied signs used  
at that time.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
He informed us that, as a hobby, he had made 164 quilts, 
mostly given away. Involved in Quilts of Valor, he showed 
four quilts he had ready to give to veterans. 
 
The fundraiser sponsoring of the Barn Theater play, A 
Wrinkle in Time, was held November 8th. The Units came 
up with a variety of 'goodies' for everyone to snack on  
before the play. The play, a science fantasy drama, was a bit 
different for us but as usual well done by our local artists. 
 
On November 17th, the Cultural Arts committee planned a 
Christmas craft day, a Make-and-Take featuring gifts in a 
jar as well as other crafts to make. We encouraged members 
and their friends to stop in for a couple hours and make the 
event a "A One-Stop Christmas Shopping" for  them. More 
customers would have been encouraging, but something a 
bit different for us and maybe worth another try. 

 
 
 A winning wall hanging  
 in one of the categories  
 in State competition 

 
 
 
 
 

It's time to think about eating Thanksgiving dinner and 
Christmas planning is upon us so HCE will only have one 
event in December which fits in well with the season. A 
Cookie Walk, with craft tables available for those who have 
crafts to sell, is planned for December 15th.  
 
We wish everyone an enjoyable holiday season. 
 
                                   Mary L. Ecker  

Public Relations, Rock Island County 

Mercer County, continued 
 
They could join a small group and thus, learn a new topic, 
or join a group for companions who enjoy doing the same 
activity. Members could choose between a variety of  
topics such asðknitting, bridge, crocheting, photography, 
gardening, cooking 101, traveling, and even diningðto 
name a few. The response was good, and many were  
enthusiastic! We even have a few men who were interest-
ed in one particular area. 
 
Each group will meet and set their own goals, develop  
their own standards, set meeting times, and determine  
their course of action to reach these goals. Some groups 
may meet a few times to evaluate their progress and then 
determine their next step. Other groups may decide on a 
longer journey if that suits their needs. This is all a  
learning process for each group and MCHCE as well.   
 

Donna Pinger 
Public Relations, Mercer County 

                        
  Did you ever notice that when you put  
  the two words "The" and "IRS" together  
  it spells Theirs?" 



 DISTRICT 1 NEWS  
VOLUME 81, ISSUE 3                                                                                             NEWSLETTER                                             PAGE 13 

STEPHENSONéé.   
Organized 1923 
 

Where did the summer go? It seems like we are always  
looking forward to its start, but then it's fall!  By the time 
you get this article, we will be counting down the days to 
Christmas! 
 
In September and October, after a summer break,  
Stephenson County HCE members met to assemble fidget 
quilts. This multi-year project has our members putting 
together the quilts for dementia patients, as well as  
children in need of quilts. 
 
The 95th Annual Meeting of SCAHCE was held on  
Monday, October 15, at the Farm Bureau. Former IAHCE 
International Director, Pat Weitzmann, spoke at the meet-
ing. She also installed the Stephenson County HCE 2019 
board members. 
  
Right: Registration Tableð 
Directors Kim Planz,  
Cultural enrichment and    
Judy Shippee, International 

 
 
  
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 

Our Cultural Enrichment Director, Kim Planz, put togeth-
er a county-wide project for donations to the veterans in 
the VA Hospital in Madison, Wisconsin. She got the  
hospital's list of items they could use, put it in the  
September Informer, and asked that donations be brought 
to our annual meeting. Our HCE members responded with 
lots of items for our veterans! 
 
This year, our membership awards ranged from recogni-
tion of first year members to a 65 year member, Norma 
Fluechtling, Happy Hours Unit. 
 
Blackhawk Unit, located in the Kent area of Stephenson 
County, was presented with the Unit of the Year. This  
unit is our largest with nineteen members. Their name is 
derived from the historical battle in the 1800's that took 
place in that region with Chief Blackhawk and his  
warriors. This unit is active in many ways, including  
collection of food pantry items at each unit meeting,  
sponsorship of a 4-H trophy at the county fair, donation  

of coffee cakes for the county ag breakfast, recycling of 
medicine bottles and used greeting cards, donation of 
items for the VA veterans, etc.   
 
Two of their unit members are on the HCE county board  
and one presents "Ag in the Class room" programs to  
Stephenson County students. 
 
Our Homemaker of the Year was Judy Prasse, Harlem 
Unit. She has served on the HCE board in several differ-
ent positions, including secretary and treasurer. She is 
active with her local HCE unit, church activities, the  
Genealogy Society, and serves on the committee for her 
high school class reunions. And, she is also a GREEN 
BAY PACKERS FAN! 
 
The 2017 Certified Volunteer Hour Program awards of  
certificates and/or seals were presented at the meeting.   
Our county turned in a total of 12,537 hours! 
 
In celebration of the 200th Birthday of the State of  
Illinois, the program featured a presentation by Scott and 
Peggy Whitney as  General and Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant.  

 
 
 Left : 
 Scott and Peggy Whitney 
 have been portraying the  
 Grants for almost 20 years! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Below: 
  Lila Miche, 1st Vice  
  president, with General  
  and Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
That's the latest news from Stephenson County! 
 
This will be my last article as Public Relations Director 
for Stephenson County. I have really enjoyed the last five 
years in this position, as well as working with all our 
board members. Ann Runkle will be assuming this role in 
2019. I'm sure she will do a great job, as she actually had 
this position before I did! 
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

Janice Fryer 
Public Relations, Stephenson County 

Pat Weitzmann, former 
IAHCE International  
Director, with floral gift 

Pat Weitzmann  
and Carla Meyer,  
SCAHCE president 



DISTRICT 2/3 DIRECTOR 
Kathy Peterson                                                                          

    
 District 2/3, I want to wish you 
all a Happy New Year!  
 
My quote for 2019 as things are 
changing in all our lives good or 
bad. 
             
Starting today, I need to forget 
what's gone, appreciate what still 
remains and look forward to 
what's coming next.  AMEN.                                                                          

Kathy  Peterson  

DISTRICT 1 NEWS                         DISTRICT 2/3 NEWS  
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DE KALBéé. 
Organized 1937 

 
Happenings from DeKalb County 
 
As DeKalb County was the host of the District Meeting in 
August, our fund raiser was a 50-50 raffle with monies 
going to buy items for Safe Passage in DeKalb 
 
Our annual Membership/Birthday party was the ñMad 
Hatters Tea Partyò held on October 18th.  On this sunny 
fall day, members were greeted by white tablecloths 
topped with fresh fall flowers. Amalija Fedorowski 
(Sycamore Tea Timers) prepared a series of 3 courses 
starting with scones with jam and butter, tea sandwiches 
(radish & cucumber, herbed cheese triple stack and egg 
salad) and desserts (classic tea cookies, chocolate mousse 
and baked cherry tartlet) plus various teas. After tea, 
members shared stories and memories about their hats and 
family teacups. One lady was wearing a pheasant hat 
made by her grandmother and another was wearing a hat 
she had made at an HEA craft day about 50 years ago.  
Heather Coyle, our County Director, was able to attend 
and get to know more about our group. Members of the 
Sycamore Tea Timers assisted with serving the various 
treats and clean-up. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Our all-county meeting was held on October 23rd with a 
very informative and a delightful lesson about Bees  
presented by Tom Montovan, a local beekeeper and 
farmer. We learned a great deal about the bee business and 

WARRENéé. 
Organized 1928 
 

Merry Christmas, everyone!  Weôve had a busy fall since  
our last newsletter. 
 
Several Board members attended the District 1 meeting.   
After that, our county offered several classes:   
1) Funeral Preplanning, led by a local funeral home  
 director,  
2)   Garden glass tower class,  
3)  Tea folded Christmas cards,  
4)  Decorate a Styrofoam Christmas Tree.  
 
We also hosted & served dinner for Warren Achievement 
Center folks. This annual event was held at the American 
Legion Hall, so these mentally challenged clients from  
8 different homes can laugh, eat, sing and dance togeth-
er. They have so much fun! 
 
Nancy Housh, Cultural Enrichment Director, organized  
a trip for everyone to LaSalle, IL. where we enjoyed a 
Mule-drawn boat ride on the Illinois & Michigan Canal. 
What an interesting trip and history lesson for us all. You 
should try it sometime!  

 
Then, Nancy also organized and 
hosted our Annual Meeting in  
October. Our new District 1  
Director, Becky Thomas, was 
able to join us and install our  
officers. We had a wonderful  
program with Pam Johnson de-
picting ñMother Bickerdykeò. 
This Civil War nurse was from 
Chicago and Galesburg, and cared 
for ALL wounded soldiers. What 
a strong, determined lady that 
ñgot things doneò when others 
said it was impossible. Fascinat- 

      ing piece of Illinois history! 
 
Then our annual Craft Show, Home-Based businesses & 
Bake Sale, in November. Everyone supports this money-
maker by baking pies, cookies, breads, canning fruits &  
vegetables, and bringing in fresh fruit.   
 
After all this, weôre ready to relax and enjoy the holidays 
with family & friends.  
 
We hope everyone stays warm and well. See you next 
year.  
 

Peg Chambers 
Public Relations, Warren County 

Pam Johnson 

Barb Lawson and  
Eldina Oberg wearing  
their special hats for  
the tea party 



KENDALLéé. 
Organized 1938 
  
At the Kendall County 20th Victorian Tea, "Tea With  
Jackie O", four men who have helped with the Tea for  
several years, were honored as "Friends of HCE". But  
instead of recognizing them with a plaque, as is usually  
done, a donation to the Kendall County Food Pantry was  
given in their names. The husbands and sons of Seward  
HCE Unit members, have been in charge of the kitchen,  
 heating the tea water, and working with the servers.    

 
 
  Left to right are Brett  
  Reedy, Matt Reedy,  
  a 4-H volunteer helper,  
  Barry Saidat, and  
  Sheldon Tweet.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Two other husbands have helped over the past several years. 
Their help has been tremendous, and adds to the success of the 
Victorian Tea. 
  

Joan McEachern 
President, Kendall County 
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DU PAGEéé.   
Organized 1930 

 
Our county had a booth 
at the DuPage County 
Fair. Many lessons 
were handed out as 
well as information 
about HCE. Members 
also helped with the  
4-H judging and fair exhibits. 
 
Members continue to make ñThinking of Youò cards for 
our Veterans at Hines Hospital. We get together for card 
games, quilting, and make Christmas favors for the  
elderly. We also had an Open House during HCE week. 
The Lunch Bunch continues to meet monthly at different 
restaurants for good food and friendship. 
 
The DuPage County HCE held their Annual Potluck and 
Update at the fair grounds. Everyone enjoyed the good 
food and fellowship. Members helped make the silent 
auction a success with their donations and purchases. 
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members asked a lot of questions so much so that we 
almost ran over our scheduled time! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Once again this year, we had an entry in the local  
Sycamore Pumpkin Fest. This yearôs theme was 
ñPumpkin Carnival.ò We chose the midway game, The 
Highstriker or the Strongman with our own theme of 
ñRing the Bell with HEAò trying to feature various 
pumpkins as the Strongwoman, the ringer, the bell and 
the striker. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                           Betty Fewell 
                                  Public Relations, DeKalb County 

Tom Montovan showing 
a photo of a beeôs brain 

Kay Coates looking at a photo 
of the cells of a bee hive. 

Our pumpkin ñstrongwomanò 
    striking the bell 

HCE display at County Fair 

The money will be used toward our scholarships to be  
given out next year.  
 
Members participated in a skit. When each letter was 
called, they would hold up a sign and a short comment of 
encouragement was read. 

 D  Desire to improve ones life 
 U  Understand the needs of others 
 P  Put fun and laughter in your life 
 A  Add new members by invitation 
 G  Get involved and share  your talents 
 E  Eager to learn new things 
 H  Hugs are important 
 C  Call a friend to see how they are 
 E  Energizer bunny you may not be, but you  
      Can do something for yourself and others. 
 

Mary Lambert 
President, DuPage County 
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GRUNDYéé.   
Organized 1938 
 
Hello everyone - I hope that your summer was spectacular!  
 
In June we had a 3-unit meeting at the 
Grundy County Coroner's Office. 
WHAT!! It must seem weird but it was 
very informative and attended by 12 
members and one spouse. We had a 
tour of the facilities, yes a tour, by the 
Chief Deputy Coroner.  
 
The Grundy County Coroner's Office 
deals with all the deaths in Grundy 
County, approximately 365-400 deaths this year, no matter 
if the death is natural or accidental. We were also told about 
the Medication and Sharps take-back program where they 
are disposed of properly and not flushed down the drains or 
thrown in the trash. Taking your expired or unwanted medi-
cations to the coroner's office or the Morris Municipal 
Building for disposal is a lot better then just tossing. 
 
Anywhere from 2 to 6 people have been helping out at the 
Park Point Gardens. Memory unit is in Morris once a month 
with Bingo. We come to help the seniors; some have had a 
stroke, others hard of hearing, or are just having trouble. 
They still love to play, and win prizes. 

 
 
   
   Grundy 4-H Fair was held the  
    weekend of July 28-30 at the  
    Grundy County Fairgrounds.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monica Evans was interviewed by Kevin Schramm from the 
Morris radio station about HCE and how we help out at the 
fair and other community events throughout the year.  
 
At the 4-H fair, we help with judging 4-H projects, baking  
pies, brownies and cookies. We also stir the beans for Sun-
day and served the pork chop dinners on Sunday evening.     
 
Our walking club has stopped for the year and will start 
back up again in the Spring. Kathy Peterson always has 
goodies and a lesson for us. 
 
The lessons this year from the U of I have been very  
informative, especially the last two: ñSuperpowers: Your 
Wishes, Done Rightò and ñHealthy Brain Foodò. 
 

KANEéé.. 
Organized 1918 

 
Kane County has continued their ñOne Hundred Yearsò 
celebration through the months of July, August and  
September. Several Units take a summer hiatus, however 
the Board continues meeting and planning for the late 
summer and early autumn.  
 
Members were encouraged to visit the July county fair 
and examine 4-H projects. Units continued recycling  
efforts, bring items to Board meetings. Mari Curless, 
Family Issues Director, suggested each Unit fulfill the 
IAHCE project that recognized the local Fire and Police 
Departments by suppling homemade treats for the enjoy-
ment of our first responders. It was reported by October 
that this activity had occurred across the county. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1st Responders Pingree Grove/Station 2  
Happy firefighter with Joan Rossi 

 
                                            
 

The Book Club has been busy reading the following 
books: The Alice Network by Kate Quinn; True Fiction  
by Lee Goldberg; and A Place for Us by Fatima Mirza.  
We will be reading The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah  
in October and in November, The Woman in the Window 
by A.J. Finn. In December we try to get a cheerful, happy 
book to read.  
 
We finished up CornFest just this past weekend. It is  
always the last week in September, starting on Wednesday 
with the Firefighters Water Fight which includes about 11 
fire districts around the area. Many crafts were on display 
from quilts, wood crafts, ceramics, photos and paintings  
to name a few by very talented people. There were many, 
many food vendors - it is hard to pass up one with all the 
good smells around the street during CornFest.  
 
The 5k run/walk was on Saturday morning and anyone  
can register and participate. The fireworks show was  
Saturday evening down by the Illinois River. The children 
get involved with box car races, a junior water fight and a 
photo contest. The best is the pie eating contest and the 
carnival. All ending on Sunday with a parade in the after-
noon. There is so much more to do and see that I cannot 
put it all down, so you will just have to come next year! 
Fun is had by all! 
 

Monica Evans 
Public Relations, Grundy County 
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LAKEéé. 
Organized 1932           

 
  

Hello Everyone from Lake County! Another year has passed 
by very quickly! Itôs already December and the Holidays 
(again) are just around the corner. Before you know it, we 
will be celebrating a New Year 2019! I am back again to 
report to you what has happened in Lake County since  
August!  

Celebrate the Illinois Bicentennial  
Saturday, August 18, at the University of Illinois Extension 
Office-Lake County, the Lake County Association for 
Home and Community Education (LCAHCE) sponsored a 
historic perspective of Lake and McHenry Counties to 
ñCelebrate the Illinois Bicentennial.ò  

 
To compliment the 100 Year theme a visit and tour to the 
Garfield Farm Museum at LaFox in Kane County was 
attended by 18 persons, members and a couple grand-
children. The museum is a work in progress, with restora-
tions and programs throughout the year. The day was a 
glorious, sunny day and we enjoyed the livestock, turkeys 
and gardens. Particularly interesting was the restored Inn 
and current archaeological digs. The docents, dressed in 
period clothing explained the dinning and sleeping  
accommodations available for travelers in the mid 1800ôs.  
Docents are volunteers deeply devoted and involved in the 
restoration work. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Docent and  
Members and  
Grandchildren 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preparations for HCE Week were spearheaded by Joan 
Ziethen, 2nd Vice President. Visits were made to the Kane 
County Government Center and the Elgin City Council 
where proclamations of the week were read and presented 
to HCE members. An Open House at the Kane County 
Extension Center on October 10th was held for members 
and the public. Members prepared displays and talks 
about important events taking place in their Units. Mary 
Ebert, Treasurer, demonstrated butter churning with an 
early 1900ôs container and paddle. ñNew Life for Old 
Bagsò presentation by Ceil Carey, solved the question, 
ñwhy are we collecting Walmart/Jewel/Target/etc. plastic 
shopping bags?ò Ms. Carey demonstrated the process for 
making pallets, a ministry for the homeless. Five hundred 
to 800 bags are needed to complete one crocheted mat.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Garfield Farm  
Museum 

HCE WEEK Proclamation, Elgin City Council 
Mayor  Kaplain, Joan Ziethen, Nancy Haire, and 
Jean  Jacobsen 

Deborah Allan, a Kane County Government Board mem-
ber, attended to observe and learn of the HCE activities 
occurring across the county. Fourteen members traveled to 
Kendall County on October 14th to support and enjoy their 
HCE annual Victorian Tea. 
 
The Fun Day/Fine Arts and Crafts Day was held October 
24th.  Our ñSpookaramaò featured a Halloween theme with 
many members attending in costume. The morning was 
busy completing a Community Outreach program, the 
making of hand crafted Halloween cards. Almost 150 
cards were made to give to residents of local nursing 
homes and the Hines Veterans Hospital. Members exhibit-
ed their work for the fine arts competition. Individuals  
voted for their favorite items and eight items were chosen 
to compete at the IAHCE contest in March 2019. A turkey 
dinner with all the trimmings was served at noon. Jerry 
Turnquist, local historian and educator, narrated a power 
point presentation on the quirks and tales of Kane County 
bygone days, ñBet You Didnôt Know This About Elgin 
History!ò We were taken back to the origins of Elgin and 
to the current time. He led us through the population 
growth, mysteries about buildings, murders, missing  
persons and some more joyful experiences up and down 
the county over the years. 
 
To all HCE members across the state, have a Joyous  
Holiday Season. Kane County looks forward to seeing 
some of you in Effingham in March.  
 

Nancy Haire 
Public Relations, Kane County           

Angela Hicks    Debra Fandrei    Andy Blaul 
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                Lake County, continued 
 
There were three Guest Speakers, who gave excellent 
presentations. Debra Fandrei, Lake County Historical Alli-
ance; Angela Hicks, President of LCAHCE; and Andy 
Blaul, Lake County Farm Bureau. The presentations were 
very informative. Door Prizes were given away and every-
one had an enjoyable day. Forty-five people attended this 
event. 
         
Margaret Hilliard, International Director and from the                          
American Unit, gave a presentation on ñCast Iron Cooking 
with Margaretò, at the Extension Office on August 29. She         
presented the history, different recipes and how to care or 
preserve your Cast Iron pan. She also prepared some  
recipes for everyone to have a taste. Some of the members, 
who had their Cast Iron pans in their family for a long 
time, brought them to the program. They shared with the 
other members, special memories on how 
certain family members cooked with their 
Cast Iron pan. Margaretôs program was well 
attended with 48 members. 

  
 September 17, ñ25 Ways to   
 Use Mason Jarsò program  
 was held at the Lake County  
 Extension Office. Karen  
 Wooten, a McHenry County  
 HCE member gave this   
 presentation.  

 
Karen demonstrated different ways to use Mason jars  
other than using it for food preservation. A handout was 
available for the members with different ideas. Twenty 
members attended this program.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was a Great Day for all of the 65 attendees at our  
Cultural Enrichment Day on October 4. We had more 
members participate this year than last year. The weather 
was beautiful; the art show entries varied and well made, 
óTeaô themed food and beverages were delicious. Nine 
door prizes were given away, and the entertainment  
mesmerizing. There were thirty-four items entered for 
judging on the day of the event. Five items, Creative  
Writing entries, were displayed on Cultural Enrichment 
Day but judged in late September because of the review 
time necessary. Pat Weitzmann, Cultural Enrichment  
Director, thanked everyone who took the time to make 
wonderful items for the art show and shared on Cultural 
Enrichment Day. 

 
 

Before... 
Before you were born, I loved you. 
Before I forget your name, remember, I named you and  
            I loved you. 
Before I forget how you are related to me, remember,  
            I gave birth to you and I loved you. 
Before I forget to smile, remember, I smiled at you and 
            I loved you. 
Before I forget the words, remember, I gave the words to  
 you and I loved you. 
Before I forget the how, remember, I did know how to do 
 many things and I loved you. 
Before I forget to give you a loving touch, remember,  
            I gave you hugs and kisses and I loved you. 
Before I forget you, remember, I never forgot you and  
            I loved you. 
Before I canôt remember, remember, I remembered  
            everything and I loved you. 
Before you forget, remember, I loved you and I still do 
Beforeé 

Written by Angela Hicks 
 
That is all I have for now. Everyone enjoy the Holidays 
with family & friends. Be safe this winter season! I will 
be back in May! 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 

Dianne Glozier 
Public Relations, Lake County 

 

Margaret Hilliard                    Sandy Henke and Margaret Hilliard                    

Storyteller Lynn Rymarz of  
the suburban Chicago area 
gave a fantastic portrayal of 
Margaret Brown, óUnsinkable 
Molly Brownô, human rights 
activist, philanthropist and 
famous survivor of the Titanic 
Ship sinking April 1912. Mrs. 
Rymarz had the undivided 
attention of over 60 persons in 
the audience. 

Angela Hicks  
Judges Award  
    Special Award  

Creative Writing 2018 
Rose Ann Rend 
Best of Show 2018 




