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 Happy New Year, everyone! 
 
 ñTomorrow is the first blank page of a 365-page book. Letôs write a good one.ò -Brad Paisley 
 

 No, I have not lost my mind but to me this is the beginning of a new year as your IAHCE President. This will be the    
 beginning of my fifth year serving as president. Twelve months ago, I was installed as your president for my second  
 term, so I think of this as a beginning of a new year. 
 
 The past year has gone exceptionally fast, I think. I have had the opportunity to visit many counties, travel to the NVON  
 conference in Pewaukee, Wisconsin and the CWC conference in Davenport, Iowa. I still have about 17 counties to visit  
 yet over the next two years to achieve a goal I set my first term to visit all the member counties in the state. I made it to  
 7 new ones this year! I have had return visits to many of the counties over my four-year tenure and loved every visit.   
 
 My visits this past year took me from Pulaski/Alexander in the extreme south to JoDaviess in the extreme northwest to  
 many others in between. I was delighted to be able to attend several of the 100th anniversary celebrations that the  
 counties put on. I truly enjoyed seeing the county board participate in skits at McLean and Livingston counties, viewing  
 all the old pictures of past HCE, HEA, and Home Bureau events, being enriched culturally with the old pressure cooker  
 and clothing of the early 1900ôs at Adams county, listening to the great Barbershop quartet that sang in Macon County,  
 and just enjoying all the different and unique ways that each county celebrated their 100th. 
 
 While I have been busy traveling the state all of you have been busy, too! It is awesome to see how far reaching your 
 educational and service projects extend when I review the reports sent to me. I can tell that HCE members are making a  
 big impact in their communities, our country, and our world. Some examples of how you impacted your communities  
 the last year:  
¶ Jasper County provides books to all kindergarten children in the county and one for each of the classroom teachers 
plus sharing time with the student by reading the book to them. They also helped 101 families and 226 children at 
Christmas with gifts and food!  

¶ Franklin county raised money by having rummage sales and food sales to aid in purchasing a handicap swing for a 
park in their county.  

¶ Kane County is big into recycling projects:  glasses, phones, stamps, greeting cards, florist vases, etc., which were 
used to benefit people in the community.  

¶ Monroe County hosts monthly birthday parties at a nursing home.  
¶ Jackson County, with the Honoring Children Eternally which helps families that lose infants at birth or shortly after 
by making gowns out of old wedding dresses for the infantôs burial, making a memory box as a way for the family 
to keep mementoes of the infant, and providing blankets. 

 
 Other ways that have impacted your communities are amazing from monetary donations to actual food to food pantries;  
 honoring first responders with blankets, food and drinks; treating Veterans by taking them out to lunch or sending cards  
 or treats to Veterans homes; making Quilts of Valor and blankets for Honor Flights; helping 4-H with projects, judging  
 or being a superintendent at show days, monetary donations, assisting at food stands. I could go on and on with  
 examples of how HCE members impact their communities. 
 
 Many of you held special events in honor of the Bicentennial of Illinois by dedicating a bench made from plastic bottle  
 caps, drawing contests for school children, and by including facts about Illinois in your newsletters. 
 
You honor our countryôs military by providing gifts at Christmas, neck coolers, and monetary donations to military  
 support groups. 
 
 Internationally, the contributions you make to the Friendship Projects Fund is amazing. The Zero Hunger Challenge you 
 stepped up and outdid yourselves with your generosityðdresses for Africa, donating to the Water for All project, and  
 the Women Walk the World are just a few ways you impact the world. 
 
 No matter what is ask of you, you step up and do the task faithfully. Yes, you have all gone through life changes over  
 the years but one thing stays the same and that is your need to serve and your compassion for others. 
 

                                                                                                                                         Continued on next page                                                                                          

JANE CHAPMAN PRESIDENTôS REPORT  
FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
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1st VICE PRESIDENT 
Sharon Middleton  

  
What a great conference we just had.  
We werenôt sure what country we 
were in until our meals, lunch and 
dinner, were served. From Mexico, 
to France, to Germany and more. 
The conference chairs, Marilyn 
Schaefer and Pat Hildebrand along 
with President Jane Chapman made 
it a wonderful experience. 
  
There were many share shops to choose from. This brings 
me to the 1st Vice Presidents from each county. We met 
on Wednesday during the Officers share shops. Discussed 
were the different lessons they had brought and other 
items of interest. They chose the next classes to be 
compiled for the U of I Educators to create the 2020 
lessons which will be available at the District Workshops 
in August. Counties not attending the conference will 
receive your packets from one of your members who 
attended or your District Director. Be sure to go over them 
when you receive them. If you did not receive a packet, 
please contact me and I will get it to you. 
  
I mentioned District Workshops which is scheduled for 
August 6, in Effingham, August 7, in Springfield and 
August 8 in Sycamore. More information will be added to 
our website  www.iahce.org 
  
More new lessons will be added to the website. Be sure to 
check it periodically. If any county who has not given us 
their information to add to the website, just contact me at:  
tolepainter2@gmail.com  
  
Iôm looking forward to a warm (not hot) summer. If you 
have any questions, please write or call me. Have a great 
summer too! 

  Sharon Middleton  

 EXECUTIVE BOARD  

Presidentôs Report, continued from page 3 
 
Becky Belcher of Hamilton County had this inspiring 
quote in her January newsletter and I thought it fitting as 
we begin a new year in HCE, to encourage us to grow our 
membership, to step outside your comfort zone by 
changing and accepting change not only in HCE but our 
lives. 
 
ñI hope that in this year to come, you make mistakes.  
Because if you are making mistakes, then you are making 
new things, trying new things, learning, living, pushing 
yourself, changing yourself, changing the world. Youôre 
doing things youôve never done before, and more 
importantly, youôre doing something. So, thatôs my wish 
for you and all of us, and my wish for myself. Make new 
mistakes. Make glorious, amazing mistakes. Make 
mistakes nobodyôs ever made before. Donôt freeze, donôt 
stop, donôt worry that it isnôt good enough, or it isnôt 
perfect, whatever it is: art, or love, or work or family or 
life. Whatever it is youôre scared of doing, do it. Make 
your mistakes, next year and forever.ò By Neil Gaiman 
 
So, letôs not wait until tomorrow to begin filling the blank 
pages of our book, write down some mistakes you want to 
make this coming year. Use your many abilities and 
talents to make many new mistakes this year and write a 
good book in 2019! 
 
Thank you and Happy New Year! 
 

 
I want to close with saying a big ñTHANK YOUò to all  
of you that contributed to the Zero Hunger Campaign.  
The success of it was overwhelming and beyond my 
expectations. The final tally I have is $8,664.31 with 70  
of the 72 IAHCE member counties participating! 
 

Later,  
                                                             Jane  

   2019 IAHCE BOARD 



                                    EXECUTIVE BOARD                  

             SECRETARY 
            Cathy Eathington 
 
Hello to everyone. I am your new 
HCE State Secretary. I look forward 
to my new duties. I have been a 
member of HCE for 45 years. 
 
A little about myself, I live on the 
family farm where I still farm with 
two of my four sons. The other two 
live off the farm and one is a lawyer 
and the other is over Climate Control. I have three 
daughters by marriage. I have three grandsons and three 
granddaughters with two more granddaughters by 
marriage. 
 
Reminder: After your Countyôs Annual Meeting, please 
send your county officer information to me as well as 
your District Director. 
 
The form is in your Secretary Packet your county 
received at Annual Meeting. You may also submit it by  
e-mail to cathyeathingtonhce@gmail.com.  If possible 
include e-mail address. 
 
I look forward to meeting all of you at the District 
Meetings on August 6th, 7th and 8th. 
 

Cathy Eathington                                     
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         TREASURER 
          Beverly Combs 
 
If you were not in Effingham 
ñCelebrating Around the World with 
IAHCEò at Annual Conference, you 
missed a great time. Kudos to Co-
Chairman Marilyn Schaefer and Pat 
Hildebrand. I hope those who 
attended enjoyed the various 
sessions and also found them very 
informative. And, this German gal found it hard to not get 
up and dance (except for my arthritis) when we were 
entertained by a German Band at Tuesday nightôs Award 
Banquet. 
 
I enjoyed seeing many of you again that I have met during 
the past few years as well as meeting lots of ñnewò people.  
As Co-Chair of the Silent Auction, thanks to all the 
counties and individuals who contributed so many great 
items. The total proceeds of the auction was $2411 thanks 
to the many generous bidders. The 50/50 winner received 
$459.     
 
Hereôs hoping you have a great spring and summer. I look 
forward to seeing many of you again at the August District 
Workshops. 

                           Bev Combs                                             

                                                                                     

      2nd VICE PRESIDENT     
                Norma Korte 
 
Although I am taking on the position 
of Second Vice President, I must 
admit my ófirst loveô was Family & 
Community Issues.  
 
With the encouragement of many of 
the members and voting delegation,  
I thought it was the right time for me 
to move to this office.  
 
Angela Hicks has been an outstanding Second Vice Presi-
dent. I would like to continue her enthusiasm for learning 
and membership. I hope to offer ideas that combine  
traditions from our past with new ideas for the present! 
Together, we can provide new information for our current 
members while encouraging new members to join our or-
ganization. 
 
Most of you already know about my family, my 45 years 
in 4-H leadership, and 48 years as a member of HCE. My 
husband Steve and I have three wonderful children; Darryl 
(Sheila), Daniel (Tiffany), and Debra. We have four (fast-
growing) grandchildren, with the oldest, Jakob, now a 
freshman in Rend Lake College. The next two are in high 
school ï Austin, is a junior who is active in agriculture 
classes and FFA, and Logan is a sophomore who loves all 
things related to baseball and is investigating careers in 
engineering or research. Our only granddaughter, Larkin, 
enjoys playing volleyball and basketball; her favorite sport 
is softball, and she loves to play catcher! In her spare time, 
she enjoys doing crafts and cooking with me.   
 
As mothers, grandmothers, and aunts, we must bond  
together to learn more about what issues teenagers and 
young adults are dealing with so we can help them through 
this time. This is one reason I felt the need to move into 
the Second Vice President office; more people need HCE 
to keep them informed of current issues that families face 
each day. Women all over the world deal with some of the 
same issues with family, home, gardening, and food. To-
gether, we can help others in our community and address 
these challenges. To increase our membership and our 
reach, we must encourage younger generations of women 
to join HCE.  
 
As you are preparing for the upcoming year, I encourage 
you to look at Angelaôs handout from the conference. 
ñInspire and Welcomeò women in your community to be 
involved in HCE! 
 
Thank you again for your support! 
 

Norma Korte                                              
 
ñMy biggest influences are strong creative women 

that chart their own path, lead their own lives & drive 

the course of history.ò  ï Rachel Ray 

mailto:cathyeathingtonhce@gmail.com


    CULTURAL ENRICHMENT   
               Sonya Bishop 
 
 Hello, I'm Sonya Bishop. I am grate- 
 ful to have been elected as your new  
 Cultural Enrichment Director. I want  
 you to know that one can be both  
 excited and terrified at the same  
 time! That is how I have felt in the  
 days since the convention. That  
 being said, I know I have a lot to 

learn and encourage suggestions. I know I will make 
many mistakes. While some are learning opportunities, 
others may turn out to be beautiful. 
 
Spring is creeping in subtly with green plants emerging 
and warmer temperatures. These longer days give us 
more time to be inspired and creative. 
  
This past convention, the Cultural Enrichment presenta-
tions had 199 entries. Each county is allowed 8 items. 
Lets fill the room with more of your creations! I encour-
age everyone to Expand their Cultural Enrichment  
Horizons. Try something new, you never know until you 
try! Your next opportunity to share is in August during 
the District workshops. There is ample time to discover 
new designs and projects to share with your friends and 
districts. Reach out, explore and share your ideas with 
your friends. Inspirations come from everywhere.  
 
I know I have some big shoes to fill! Bear with me, I may 
have to jump in with both feet. I look forward to hearing 
from you. 

  Sonya Bishop  
 

 
  

 Ladies, 
 
 It has been a pleasure working with  
 you these last 7 years, and I will miss  
 you. Many of you asked me what I  
 will do with my free time now, and I  
 have  no idea.  
 
 We want to travel, but life has a way  
 of changing our plans, so we will just  
 take it one day at a time and do what 

we can, when we can. I do believe that come January and 
February, I, and my mail lady, will miss getting all those 
envelopes from all you lovely ladies. I will miss all those 
challenges of trying to figure out what the heck you mean 
in some of the entries, and reading about all the great 
things you have been doing in your counties this year. 
 
You are an amazing bunch of ladies with an outstanding 
amount of talent, as shown every year in the amount of 
items entered. Just so you know I never did get anyone to 
not have their tickets numbers to pick up their items so I 
could bring the item home with me. Darn it.   
 
I want to thank everyone of you that have helped me over 
the years, either by doing a Make It Take It, or a craft to 

 FAMILY AND  
COMMUNITY ISSUES 

               Eleanor Gregory 
 
Iôm your NEW Family and Commu-
nity Issues Director!  Iôm excited to 
have the honor of this IAHCE 
BOARD position. I met many of you 
at our share shop at the March 2019 
Conference. (Wasnôt this conference 
the absolute BEST?) I loved listening to you share your 
projects and your accomplishments. Your enthusiasm for 
your programs told me I have HCE members who are 
dedicated and willing to continue making a difference 
and sharing information with your county members and 
your communities.  
 
For those who did not hear me speak about myself at the 
conference, I will introduce myself. I live in Madison 
County and I am active on our County Board as the Inter-
national Director. Iôve spent most of my life (45 years) 
in the second grade. I finally graduated in 2012 when I 
retired from the Staunton School District #6.  
 
Busy describes me. My husband and I raised our 6 chil-
dren and we hosted approximately 20 exchange students. 
The 4-H Program gave my children opportunities to 
ñlearn by doing.ò I led the Stauntoneers 4-H Club for 10 
years and I am honored to be in the 4-H Hall of Fame. 
Now I belong to the ñGrandma Hall of Fameò as I have 
12 grandchildren ages 1 and up with the oldest being an 
Airforce cadet. In 2017 I was honored to represent 
IAHCE as a delegate to the Baltic countries:  Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania. I learned about their family and 
community projects. 
 
Iôm looking forward to the District meetings in August. If 
you have new ideas you would like to share with me, feel 
free to send me an email at elegreg@hotmail.com.  Or 
snail mail works too!  My address is PO 185, Alhambra, 
Illinois 62001. (However, April 1-April 20 I will be out 
of the country. Iôm traveling to Dubai, South Africa,  
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share in our share shop, either at state conference, or at 
district workshop. I could not have done it without you. 
And I really want to thank all my ladies that helped in the 
cultural arts room every year at conference; I really  
couldnôt have survived that without your help. As Jane 
always says there is no ñIò in Team, and it sure took a 
team to get my work done, and I thank each and every 
one of you.  Also, thanks to all the board members that I 
have had the pleasure to work with, we were a good team.   
 
Oh yes, this year we had 199 items entered from 37  
counties. Last year we had 188 items from 37 counties.  
 
                                 Peggy Long 
 Your former Cultural Arts director 

mailto:elegreg@hotmail.com


               CVH/SALES  
                   Ashley Davis 
 
 Hello Everyone,  
 
 Wow!  The 95th IAHCE Annual  
 Conference ñCelebrating Around the  
 Worldò is in the history books.  
 Wasnôt it amazing how we all got to  
 travel together? We got to go to  
 Germany, Mexico, Italy, France and  

Hawaii in just a few days. Now we can all go and talk 
about our travels together as HCE members. It was 
rewarding to see all your smiles, positivity and good 
attitudes. Always remember as HCE members others read 
us by our actions. So, keep those smiles, and positive 
attitudes and others will want to know what HCE is about.   
 
Thank you to everyone that helped make my second year 
on the IAHCE State Board a rewarding year. I am blessed 
to have an awesome team and HCE members to help me 
through. As I was receiving each county volunteer hours, I 
was in ñawwò over the amount of time, heart, love and 
dedication each member has. It warms my heart to know 
that each and everyone of you are touching the lives of 
someone else.  
 
I personally want to congratulate everyone on the awards 
you received. I also want to thank each and everyone for 
all the hard work and dedication to HCE and volunteering. 
I am excited and amazed at the final total of volunteer 
hours for the whole state. I am happy to announce that in 
2018 we had 1 county that turned in CVH hours for the 
very 1st time, which was Christian County and this year we 
had 2 new counties turn in CVH hours, which is Jasper 
County and Richland County. Congratulations to those 
counties.    
 
I want to share the FINAL numbers for 2018 with you and 
please be sure to share with your county: 
 
 90 members turned in 1,000 or more hours 
 2184 members turned in hours for the whole  
  State of Illinois 
 63 out of 72 Counties turned in hours 
 300 Certificates and 780 Gold Seals handed out 

 
Each Volunteer Hour is worth $24.69 per hour 
         601,531 x $24.69 = 14,851,800.39 

 
As your IAHCE CVH Director, I am proud of every one of 
you. 
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This year we had several counties that had changes in the 
positions at the county level, please have the new CVH 
officer on your county board contact me. I will do my 
best to go over the CVH program with the new officer 
and encourage the county CVH officer to attend the 
District Workshop. I noticed that we have some confusion 
as to how I calculate who receives the certificates and 
gold seals, I want to be sure and address that at our 
District Workshops in August. I plan to take all the 
questions I received from members to our June Board 
meeting. Some of the questions need to be brought 
before the board.  I hope by August I will have all 
your questions answered. I want you all to know that 
if you have any questions or if you feel I made a 
mistake on anything please feel free to contact me. I 
want to make sure we are all work together as a 
TEAM. 
 
          IAHCE Christmas Ornament $5.00  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
I will be taking orders until May 31, 2019. Please 
contact me via phone, email or text. I canôt guarantee 
how many extra I will have. This is a one-time offer 
on the ornaments.  
 
If you placed an order for the IAHCE Christmas 
ornament at the 2019 IAHCE Annual Conference or 
plan to place an order, I will have those orders ready 
at the 2019 District Workshops in August. I will be 
collecting payment for the orders at that time also.  
 
 
Many THANKS for Fantastic job you do. Please 
know that each member is an Essential piece to 
HCE.  Hope to see everyone at the 2019 District 
Workshops in August. I am looking forward to being 
the Co-Chair for the IAHCE 96th Annual Conference 
and seeing what 2019-2020 holds for us Volunteers!  
 
    May God Bless you all, 
  
      Ashley Davis  

 

Botswana, and Zimbabwe.) My plan is to present to you 
some new ideas for ways to serve our families and our 
communities as well as cheer you on for the work and  
involvement you are presently doing. Hopefully, we will 
attract others to show them ñHCE IS THE PLACE TO 
BE!!!ò                                                   

Eleanor Gregory  

The sole purpose of a child's middle name is  
 so he can tell when he's really in trouble. 



INTERNATIONAL  
     Cara Ausmus 
 
 
 G'Day Mates!   
 
 So glad to have seen and visited with  
 so many of our members at conference. 
 Hope some of the ladies in my recipe  
 class have had a chance to try at least  
 1 or 2 by now. My laptop took an 
 unauthorized vacation so they got true 

old fashioned handwritten recipes.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS to all those who received awards  
in all the categories and Cultural Enrichment contest!! It is 
exciting and inspiring to see and hear what other counties  
are doing. 
                                                                                          
Hope you are enjoying India as the year progresses. I  
enjoy the county newsletters with reports of activities  
especially the International ones.    
 
Several IAHCE members will have attended the ACWW  
triennial by the time you read this so we will be enjoying 
Australia a little bit longer. Deon our exchangee to AU  
will also be home and accepting dates to tell of her trip. I 
hope you got to check out her blog. I'm not sure how long  
it stays up, it was at deontoaustralia.blogspot.com. She 
can be reached at her phone 309-645-4911 to schedule 
talks. Try to share dates with surrounding counties so she 
can travel once and catch several groups in that trip. She is  
doing 3 days in our area. 
                                    
Our new country of study and 2020 theme will be revealed 
at District meetings in August. Hope to see you there -  
BE sure to check International due dates  - and ENJOY 
Celebrating Around the World until we meet again!         
   
                                                       Cara Ausmus  
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     We have had many different partys to 
     host, it is a challenge every time, people  
                 want so many different things. But in the  
                 end of the day it is all good, when people  
                 leave happyly from our farm.  
 
      
                                             Rutt Tuvike. Estonia 
                                     2016  member exchange person  

GREETINGS FROM RUTT 
 
This year has gone by even faster than the  
last one. I have no idea how it happened. In  
September, me and Madli went to Tunisia  
to relax and to see Sahara Desert. It was  
wonderful! We had a tour of the whole 
country, tasted lots of local food and had a 
camel ride in Sahara Desert. 

     PUBLIC RELATIONS  
                Pat Hildebrand 
 
Happy May!   
 
It was really great to see so many  
of you at 2019 Annual Conference  
in March. The Public Relations/ 
CVH meeting room was packed! 
I was delighted there was such a  
good turnout; however, we sort of  
ran out of time. So guess what!!  
Weôll start over on the agenda at the August Workshops 
with a discussion on writing news releases.  
 
    A news release is an official announcement that  
    HCE gives to the news media. (It is called  "news  
    release,"  a "press statement," a "press release," or  
    a "media  release," ðitôs the same basic thing.) 
 
Think of it as a ticket to earning news coverage AND a 
valuable piece to market HCE. 
 
To begin thinking ahead here are some points: 
¶ Grab attention with a good headline. 
¶ Get right to the point in the first paragraph. 
 Reporters are busy people. Grab their attention  
 in the first couple sentence. the rest is just  
 supporting information. 
¶ Include hard numbers. 
 This supports the significance of your program/ 
 HCE/announcement.  
¶ Proofread your press release well before sending it. 

 Even a single mistake can keep you from being 
             taken seriously. 
¶ Include quotes whenever possible. 
 Give a human element to the press release.  
 Itôs also a source of information. 
¶ Include your contact information and website. 
¶ One page is best ð two at the most.  
 Shorter is usually better.  
 
NOTE: There is always some fun that goes along with 
technology! My computer was ñcompromisedò twice in 
the past couple weeks. Some of your e-mails just disap-
peared after I read them. I make myself notes as soon as 
I see a message about IAHCE Public Relations, so I 
think I caught them all, but if you sent an article and itôs 
not printed in this newsletter, please let me know and 
Iôll make sure itôs printed in the August issue so you can 
share what your county has been doing and also get 
credit. I either missed it or itôs still out there somewhere 
in ñLaLaLandò. A BIG THANK YOU to all of you 
who resent your article and pictures. 
 
...And, please check the mailing label on this newsletter 
to see when your subscription will expire. 
 
See you in August! 

Pat Hildebrand  
 

http://exchangee.to/
http://deontoaustralia.blogspot.com/


DISTRICT 1 DIRECTOR 
Becky Thomas     

 
Well, I have a year of District  
Director under my belt and still  
have a lot to learn. Thank you for 
the support that I have received from 
District 1.   
 
The 95th Annual Conference was 
energetic from the beginning  
entertainment with Nina and  
Johannesôs German music to ending with Dr. Naam and 
his patriotism for America and volunteerism.   
 
Our district will focus on Membership this year and retain-
ing members. Change is hard at first, but new members 
can bring a different perspective to a unit or a county 
board. My goal is to visit county meetings and functions 
when I can as I am still working weekends.  
 
The Support Fund is available to counties that want to  
implement a new idea or program. Application blanks are 
on pages 64 and 65 in the guidebook. Try something new. 
A thought from Dr. Seuss, ñAnd when things start to hap-
pen, donôt worry. Donôt stew. Just go right along. Youôll 
start happening too.ò from Oh, the Places Youôll Go!  
 
                                                 Becky Thomas  

 

EXTENSION REPORT             DISTRICT 1 NEWS  

JO DAVIESSéé. 
Organized 1935 

 
News from the top of Illinois: Jo Daviess County HCE:  
The winter in Jo Daviess County delayed a few Unit  
meetings for the being of the 2019 year, but programs on 
India, Health Foods, and Caregivers coping with dementia  
patients have taken place. Our units continued to support  
the reading outreach program to our preschools in our  
county with the making of book bags and donation of  
books. Each child will receive a book bag and a book.  
 
The Annual Meeting for Jo Daviess County HCE will be 
April 30th, at the Apple River Events Center. The speaker 
will present farm to table projects in Jo Daviess County  
and installation of new officers will take place.   
 
The Hills Unit assisted 17 Scales Mound 4-H club before 
the Hills monthly meeting and taught them how to make 
pies. Each 4-H kid made their own small pie from mixing 
and rolling out dough to making their own filling. They   
chose from Apple, Cherry, Blueberry, Peach and Pumpkin. 
With our school no longer offering Home Economics,   

 DISTRICT  1 AND 2/3 
 

August 8, 2019 
Sycamore United Methodist 
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Sycamore, IL 
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Happy Spring IAHCE!  
 
Iôm not sure spring has officially sprung here in Northern 
Illinois, but the warmer temps are a welcome to change 
from this harsh, snowy, cold winter! As my yard and  
garden is slowly coming to life, I canôt help but feel  
rejuvenated and full of life as well! 
 
A big thank you to all of the board and IAHCE members 
who attended the Annual Conference last month. I was 
thrilled that several of our Family and Consumer Sciences 
educators presented Share Shops. I hope you found their 
programs educational, relevant, timely, and FUN! 
 
Lessons from the FCS team have been very well received 
this year.  So far in 2019, Whatôs New in the Kitchen and 
Communicating with Individuals with Dementia have 
been presented.  If you didnôt have a chance to join these 
webinars in February or March, please plan to join later in 
the year.  We have gotten tremendous feedback that both 
of these programs are excellent. 
 
To schedule in-person, webinar, and package lessons, 
reach out to your local University of Illinois Extension 
office. They have lessons for you!!!!! If you are not sure 
where your local Extension office is or if you have trouble 
identifying whom should be helping you locally, please 
reach out to me. Iôd be happy to put you in touch with the 
right people. My contact information is below.   
 
As strange as it sounds, we are working on preparing les-
sons and schedules for 2020. Look for the 2020 Lessons 
for Living Schedule around July 1st ï available from your 
First Vice President or your local Extension office.  
 
If you have any suggestions or comments on FCS lessons 
through UI Extension, please contact me at 815.632.3611 
or kbelzer@illinois.edu. 
 
Cheers to warmer weather and sunshine! 

Karla Belzer  

Karla Belzer 
Extension Educator, Family Life 
Carroll/Lee/Whiteside Unit 
12923 Lawrence Road 
Sterling, IL 61081 
Phone: 815-632-3611  
FAX: 815-716-8922 
kbelzer@illinois.edu  

 

Some people try to turn back their "odometers." 
    Not me. I want people to know why I look this    
    way. I've traveled a long way and a lot of   
           the roads were not paved. 

mailto:kbelzer@illinois.edu
mailto:kbelzer@illinois.edu
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ROCK ISLANDéé. 
Organized 1921 

 
Rock Island County HCE Rock Island wasnôt excluded 
when the upper Midwest received an over abundance of 
unpleasant weather earlier this year. Local units, for rea-
sons of safety, felt it best to cancel some of their meetings, 
and it seemed we got off to a slow start after the holidays. 
However planning was taking place and we have several 
interesting things coming up.  

 DISTRICT 1 NEWS  

Jo Daviess County, continued 
 
it was a great opportunity for the kids to learn how to 
make a pie, and a great chance for our members to teach 
such a special skill.  

 
The following list is of community service activities that 
the HCE Units from Jo Daviess county have participated 
in this past year; many projects are ongoing: 
  
   1. Lap blankets, clothing protectors, pillow cases made 
           for nursing home 
  2.  Cards, May Day baskets to shut-ins 
  3.  4-H foundation monetary support, homemade pies  
           donated for the 4-H Fair food stand, volunteers 
           for judging 
  4.  Make book bags and supply a book with them to a  
           designated pre-school  
  5.  Monetary/donated food items to 3 local food  
           pantries 
  6.  Knitted caps for newborn babies for local hospital, 
  7.  Collected and sent calendars to VA hospital 
  8.  Bought a microwave and coffee pot for town hall  
           (where Unit meetings are held) 
  9.  Recycle/repurpose tennis shoes, plastic bags, used  
           greeting cards 
 10. Cleaned town hall and landscape 
 
-President Alice Davis put the above report together for  
the state conference.   
 

  Ann Coppernoll  
Public Relations/Historian, Jo Daviess   

    4-H members with Hills Unit member Judy Wills 

MERCERéé. 
Organized 1917 

 
Kudos to Our Neighboring County!! 

Let me take this opportunity to say, ñCongratulations to 
Warren Countyò for receiving the Grand Award with 
Outstanding Achievement for a county with less than 75 
active members at the recent Illinois Association  
Conference!!   
 
This award requires dedication to maintaining the educa-
tional goals of Home and Community Education and 
bringing them to the Public in a variety of ways, for  

Annual Conference 2019: 
Emma Hoke, Rock Island 
County, and Donna  
Pinger, Mercer County 
with Cara Ausmus, IAHCE  
International Director. 

developing the programs that reach a variety of audiences 
and also meet the needs of individuals within that audience, 
to continue providing cultural enrichment activities and 
community workshops, and all the while remaining stead-
fast in constant volunteerism with various community  
outreach services. Their documentation of each and every 
program, newsletter, educational lesson, detailed accounts 
of programs and activities provided for many audiences 
was amazing! Again GirlsðCongratulations!! 
 
Mercer County has continued with their SPUN Groups.  
The winter has been discouraging. Many groups were  
unable to meet due to weather constraints. Planning ahead 
to choose a day or evening for engaging in a group session 
was often a last minute disappointment. The weather would 
change in a moment, and then the telephones would jingle 
or ring!   
  
However, one group has had tremendous success. Whether 
it be the leader or the topic remains to be seen. This group 
is the ñLunch Bunchò. They started with 5 members and 
now they are  bursting at the seams with 13 attendees!!  
Wow! I wish all groups would prosper that well! They 
have been able to find new venues each monthðplaces 
where most members have not ventured nor realized that 
the place was within reach or even in the hamlets of  
Mercer County! Imagine that one does not know where a 
good restaurant may be located, even in the vastness of 
Mercer County? 
 
Iôm not sure whether it be the delicious food at the restau-
rant or whether it is the company that they keep, but keep 
the spirit alive! I will join you when the time is right. 
 

Donna Pinger 
Public Relations, Mercer County 
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DISTRICT 1 NEWS  

STEPHENSONéé.   
Organized 1923 

 
We managed to survive the cold, snowy and icy winter. 
Many of our units couldnôt meet every  month due to the 
weather.  
 
Seven of our Board members attended the IAHCE state 
convention in Effingham. One of our members, Marilyn 
DeVries, was the lucky winner of  the very large Teddy 
Bear. It is almost as tall as she is. She and her great-
granddaughter are enjoying playing with it.  
 
 
 
 
 

2019 IAHCE Annual ConferenceðStephenson County 
Back L-R: Ann Runkle, Carla Meyer, Janice Fryer. 
Front L-R: Becky Thomas, Judy Prasse, Marilyn DeVries,  
                   Lila Miche 

Marilyn DeVries with the 
Teddy Bear door prize. 

 
  People who think time heals everything  

havenôt sat it out in a doctorôs waiting room. 

 
Come March we were pleased that our plant sale had 
gone well. Our HCE members and 4-H clubs didnôt let 
Old Man Winter get in their way; they contacted past 
customers and searched out new ones, The end result was 
approximately 4700 Geranium plants sold. The plants 
which arrive the first of May have been healthy with 
buds ready to blooméThus, satisfied customers.  
 
A membership tea has been planned which will take 
place the first Saturday in May. Local units were contact-
ed, ask to invite friends family, neighbors and fill up the 
hall. Hopes are for a sizeable group to join together for 
conversation, tasting a variety of teas, enjoy a light 
lunch, and hearing something interesting about tea and 
HCE. 
 
June is fast approaching and the end of the 2018-19 year. 
Our 98th annual meeting is scheduled for late June. 
There will be several new faces on the new board and we 
look forward to renewed energy and new ideas. Some 
events have been planned for the new HCE year. 
 
In August a bus trip is planned to White Pines State Park 
where we will attend a play. The day trip has been popu-
lar as it isnôt a long ride. We have a nice buffet meal 
waiting for us on arrival, and after viewing the play, we 
are home by late afternoon. Makes for an enjoyable day. 
 
Also, again this year we will be offering a recycling 
room at the county fair. It is a good opportunity for get-
ting rid of useable unwanted items and offering them for 
free to others.  
 
Our Lessons for Living are almost completed. The last 
lesson is ñFood and Drug Interactionò should give us 
reliable information. As in the past few years, we will 
give a lesson in June to be used in September.  
 
We in upper state Illinois are enjoying the spring weath-
er, snow all gone, rivers back in their banks, spring flow-
ers in bloom and the smell of fresh air. We hope you are 
enjoying as well, have a great summer to renewed energy 
and new ideas. 
                                   Mary L. Ecker  

Public Relations, Rock Island County 

 
Our county was in charge of the Memorial Service. 
Becky Thomas wrote and read a beautiful poem for the 
service. (See Page 46 of this newsletter). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On March 23rd, we sponsored a workshop on Electric 
Pressure Cookers. We learned how to make different 
kinds of food in the pot. Samples of vegetables, chicken 
dish, macaroni and cheese and desserts were provided. 
The workshop was held at the Farm Bureau building 
and opened to the public.  
 
On March 30th, we hosted the final Heritage Workshop. 
Carroll, Jo Daviess and Lee counties joined us for the 
workshops. Six different workshops were offered. 
Lunch was provided. 
 
Hope you had a Happy Easter! 
 

Ann Runkle 
Public Relations, Stephenson County 



 DISTRICT 1 NEWS  
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WARRENéé. 
Organized 1928 
 

Warren County HCE is celebrating its 90th anniversary. 
In 1928, meetings were held to determine if there was 
interest in forming a county chapter of Home Bureau 
Federation. With over 400 pledge cards, the group was 
formed. The unit meetings and lessons started in January 
of 1929. Mrs. George McVey was elected county presi-
dent but resigned and Mrs. Leonard (Jinny) Killey took 
the position. She writes, ñWe had a great many thrills in 
our work. Such as running out of gas, flat tires, some of 
the husbands having to get his own meals when we were 
not home on time and...even keeping the children while 
motherôs went to call on ladies in  other townships, but 
with all that we had lots of fun.ò 
 
Jinny Killey had three small children while serving as 
Warren County President and then in 1934 she excepted 
the position of Illinois State President. In 1935, she  
traveled to the first Womanôs Conference in Washington, 
D.C. where she spoke on Illinois Health Work. She was 
an accomplished speaker and worked tirelessly to further 
Home and Farm Bureau. I am pleased we still have a  
unit that bares her name. 
 
There were up to 19 units and 20 4-H clubs at one time in 
Warren County with a membership of over 500. Drama, 
Poetry, Book Clubs and Heritage Arts-the Basket Club. 
Lessons included Home Accounting, Canning to Furni-
ture Refinishing. There were radio spots twice a month 
talking about what was happening with Home Bureau. 
Wonderful articles were published in the papers and 
elaborate banquets were held for international and annual 
meetings. Corsages and lavish floral arrangement graced 
the ladies and stage at these events. 
 
One of the most popular events was ñFiestaò . It was held 
in the fall. There was a theme and each unit participated 
by having a display, costumes, crafts and food. The  
public was invited to this event and from this grew our 
annual Craft and  Home Show which will celebrate itôs 
40th anniversary this year. This became our annual fund 
raiser and a way for the organization to promote women 
in business. The craft part of the show has been taken  
over by Warren Achievement  this year and they will 
continue to host the craft side of the show. The home-
based business show started seven years ago and the bake 
sale will still be the organizationôs main fund raiser. With 
only 54 active members and 16 mail box members, we 
do a wonderful job of volunteering and supporting our 
community.ðby Diane Fedorow 
 

Life if like a  
CAMERA... 
Focus on whatôs  
important 

Capture the good  
times 

Develop from the  
negatives 
And if things  
donôt work out 
Take another shot! 

Warren County ð May 2019 
 
After many cancellations and rescheduling due to the 
weather we are back on tract with meetings and events. 
We were able to participate in the OSF Woman's Heart 
Health Fair on Saturday, February 9 in Monmouth. It was 
a 10 degree below day so turn out was low but we handed 

out 15 lessons on Crock Pots Meals and signed up two 
new Mail Box members that wanted to join the Craft 
Club we started last year. We look forward to next yearôs 
event and warmer temps. 
 
The big news is we won County of the Year -75 and  
Under! It was just like the Academy Awards. Jane  
Chapman announced the other 4 counties in the running 
and then Warren County. We had 3 members to receive 
the award.  

We also won an International award and CVH and Janet 
Steiner won Best in Show for her counted cross stitch 
stocking. We are going to include several things we 
learned at the Make and Take Class in our upcoming 
Craft Club Classes. We got a lot from the Share shops 
and enjoyed all the festivities at the Annual Conference.  
 
Our sewing group has taken on making walker bags  
for Jameson Center Meals on Wheels recipients and 
Warren Achievement residents. At conference we 
learned a new way of making them both easier and  
faster from another county we sat with at lunch. That's 
the best take away from conference - the things we learn 
from one another. Great job! 
 

Diane Fedorow  
Public Relations, Warren County 

County of the Year 75 & under 
     L-R:  Sandy Brown, Diane Fedorow & Diane Carlson   



DISTRICT 2/3 DIRECTOR 
Kathy Peterson                                                                          

    
Conference was AWESOME!  
Remember to share with your mem-
bers. Also, want to let you know, 
we are fundraising and collecting 
history of HCE as we move toward 
our 100th Celebration in 2024. I 
could really use your help.  
 
" Life should not only be lived,  
    It should be celebrated. " ð by OSHO.  
 

Kathy  Peterson  

   DISTRICT 2/3 NEWS  

DU PAGEéé.   
Organized 1930 
 
So happy that weôre having some sunny warmer days  
lately. We are ready for Spring! 
 
In October, we celebrated HCE Week with an Open House. 
The quilting group met as well as the card players. Our 
lesson at the Extension Office was about the importance of 
eggs in our diet. Members met for lunch at the ñBohemian 
Crystal Restaurant. 
 
November brought colder weather, but the ladies attended 
the Holiday Craft for a great time. Later that month, we 
had a Community Service Project where we made Christ-
mas napkin holders for the local nursing homes. We had 
our International Tea at the Extension Office. Australia 
was featured. 
 
December found the quilting group meeting for the their 
monthly activity. Many units had their own Christmas  
parties. The annual Christmas Tea was held at the home  
of Mary Lambert. 
 
January was a cold and snowy month. Some activities were 
canceled. Some members did attend our Lunch Bunch. 
 
In February, we had a lesson  on ñWhatôs new in the  
Kitchenò at the Extension Office.   
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ñLight Up HCEò  
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Our booth also featured the DuPage County HCE  
Display-ñCelebrating Around the World with IAHCE.ò 
Many informative pamphlets were handed out. 
 
At 4-H International Night, the 4-H members had to  
answer a question asked of us. If correct, we marked 
their score sheet and they received an animal cookie.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lunch Bunch continue to gather monthly at differ-
ent restaurants for food, fun and friendship. 
 
Some members of our county attended the IAHCE con-
ference in Effingham. They enjoyed the workshops and 
friendships renewed.  
 
Before returning home we stopped overnight at Turkey 
Run State Park in Indiana. We especially enjoyed sitting 
on the porch in a rocking chair in 74 degree weather that 
afternoon. The next morning, it was 39 degrees. I guess 
thatôs Spring for you! 

 
 
 
 

Mary Lambert 
President, DuPage County 

A fun stay at Turkey Run State Park in Indiana  
before heading home from conference in Effingham. 
Sandy Decker, Mary Lambert, Marge Slienhoff, Mr. 
Bald Eagle, Pat Quetsch, Anita Masters 

 
International Director Marge Steinhoff  (in blue) 
 and Anita Masters at 4-H International Night 

    DuPage HCE  
    participated in the 
    4-H International 
    night. Our booth  
   featured Australia 



Reverend Avani  
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     DISTRICT 2/3 NEWS  

KANEéé.. 
Organized 1918 

 
Kane County delegates to the Annual IAHCE Conference 
wish to thank all the state board members and all the other 
participants who prepared such an outstanding program for 
the HCE organization. We enjoyed learning and meeting 
more of our statewide members. THANK YOU. 
 
Since the last newsletter, the Kane County Units all  
celebrated the holiday seasons with parties, programs at 
restaurants, or dinners with friends and members to  
welcome in the ñNew Year 2019.ò Then reports for awards 
were prepared in the county and in the IAHCE awards 
competition. Many made New Yearsô resolutions to com-
plete these earlier next year.  
 
On March 23rd, the Country, India-International Lunch- 
eon and a Silent Auction Fundraiser were held at the  
Advent Christian Church in Aurora. So the Board mem-
bers could arrive fresh on that morning, they had met and 
decorated the hall on that Wednesday afternoon. Tables 
were covered in bright cloths. Peacock feathers (India na-
tional bird) in vases adorned the tables. Fifty-two persons 
were registered. The silent auction items filled five tables 
with ñtreasuresò on which to bid. This is the only fundrais-
er done county-wide 
at this time. Authentic 
Indian food was 
served by Shree  
Exquisite Outdoor 
Caterers. Prepared for 
our banquet were the 
dishes, Samosa, Dal 
Makhni, Butter Naan, 
Saaj Paneer, Rice and 
Butter Chicken.  
 
Reverend Avani Christian, Pastor, Kaneville United Meth-
odist Church, presented an afternoon program. She is the 
pastor for Protestant services for Fox 
Knolls Residence in Aurora where some 
members reside. She traveled to India 
with her family to visit her parents in Jan-
uary 2019. Born and reared in our 2019 
Country of Study, we learned from her 
the republicôs diverse population, econo-
my, languages, culture and geography.  
 

 Several different  
 fabric saris were on  
 display. Reverend  
 Avani demonstrated  
 the  manner in which  
 they are wrapped for wear. Avaniôs 
husband, Sachin had accompanied her 
and added several interesting facts that 
were from  a manôs point of view, even 

 HCE members enjoying India foods. 

Reverend Avani wraps her Sari assisted by 

Joan Rossi at International luncheon 

GRUNDYéé.   
Organized 1938 
   
Well it has been a how should I put it, an unusual winter, 
but we are now waiting for the weather to get better so we 
can prepare the soils for gardening and crops.  

 
  One unit went to Starved   
  Rock for a Christmas buffet 
  and entertainment by Dolly  
  and  Kenny impersonators. 

 
 
 
 
  

           
 Right:  Studying the lesson   
  plan, whatôs new in the  
  kitchen, after a delicious  
  lunch at a nearby  
  restaurant. 

 
 
 
 
  Left:  We enjoyed Kendall Countyôs  
 Annual Victorian Tea and two of our  
 members won baskets. 
 

 

 
 
     
             
    
 
 
 
 
Seven from our county went down to Effingham for the 
IAHCE Annual Conference. The different countries theme 
was great, along with the food, entertainment, and wonder-
ful speakers, especially Dr. Naam.   

 
  
 
   Ruth OôHara received  
   recognition for her 62  
   years of being a member  
   at the state conference. 
 
 

Monica Evans 
Public Relations, 
Grundy County 

 
    



KENDALLéé. 
Organized 1938 
 

Maggie Bowers, Kendall County Family Living Director, 
has been in charge of the "Little Dresses for Africa"  
project in Kendall County. There have been over 2000 
dresses and many hundreds of boys shorts sent to many 
places in the world, not just Africa. She asks for contacts 
of groups or people who are traveling to possible areas of 
need. The items have also been sent to places in the  
United States, including Indian reservations.  
 

DISTRICT 2/3 NEWS 

LAKEéé. 
Organized 1932           

 
  

Hello from Lake County. We have made it through the 
winter and look forward to spring.  

We had a personnel change for Public Relations/News- 
letter Editor. Dianne Glozier has stepped down from the 
LCAHCE Board for personal reasons. The remaining 
board members decided to split the responsibilities be-
tween two people instead of trying to fill the position. 
Our First VP, Betty Wertke, who has been handling 
some public relations tasks as part of publicizing our  
lessons, will continue doing so. As secretary, I (Candace 
L. Keegan) have the computer skills needed to edit the 
newsletters. The board is tackling the delivery of our 
monthly newsletters, with Dianneôs help. 
 
Our International Day was observed in November.  
Margaret Hilliard is the International Director and the 
program she arranged on Australia presented by Mailbox 
Member Gail Dughi and her husband John, was great. 
We were shown a well-crafted PowerPoint Presentation 
on their trip to Australia along with a wonderful display 
of souvenirs, which included photographs, art, textiles, 
and even a boomerang. We dined on meat pie and Anzac 
cookies made from recipes we received from last yearôs 
IAHCE guest from Australia, Sara Kenney. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Gail and John Dughi  
at International Day 

a review of their courtship and marriage. The day conclud-
ed with drawings for a 50/50 raffle and door prizes.  
 
Kane County will participate in the 4-H Foundation Fund-
raiser, the Pork Chop Dinner and Auctions by giving a  
silent auction donation ï a lottery ticket wheel, prepared  
by our Treasurer, Mary Ebert. Many tickets for the dinner 
have been purchased by HCE members. 
 
Lessons from the U of I for the Units are scheduled in 
March, April and May. Recycling efforts continue county- 
wide to many organizations and shelters. 
 
Planning for the May 15th Annual meeting is complete.  
The venue is Carminaôs Restaurant, Elgin. The program is 
the ñSix Wives of Henry the 8thò. Further information call 
Elaine @630-584-6019 or Joan @ 747-931-8120.  All are 
welcome. 

Nancy Haire 
Public Relations, Kane County           
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KANKAKEEéé. 
Organized 1915 
 

We had a great time at  
Annual Conference, 
learned a lot and made 
new friends. Each year 
it gets better. Looking 
forward to next year.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

A nursing home requested 100 coasters for their dining 
room and it has been completed. Ladies are still making 
autism blankets, lap blankets, wheel chair bags, walker 
bags and adult bibs. 
 

Linda Byrnes 
Public Relations, Kankakee County 

Kankakee County HCE 
Members at  

2019 Annual Conference 
 

Sharon Reilly, Sue Lamb,  
Rita Overacker and Linda Byrnes.  

Maggie continues  
to sew, using many 
donated supplies. 
 
Kendall County  
President, Joan 
McEachern, took 
some to India when 
she went to the 
ACWW Conference 
in 2013.  

 
 
 
 

Joan McEachern 
President, Kendall County 

Little Dresses in 

Uganda, Africa    
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   DISTRICT 2/3 NEWS 

LIVINGSTONéé.  
Organized 1918 

 
Five Livingston County HCE members attended the 94th 
annual IAHCE Conference in Effingham. They were  
Arlene Martell, president; Ellie Bossert, secretary;  Sandi 
Kimpling, 2nd vice president; Peggy Vaughan, Cultural  
Enrichment and Connie Kostelc, Public Relations and 
CVH. They came back enthusiastic about sharing things  
at their annual meeting in April. The annual meeting will 
include a brunch and a program on "Silver Sneakers" given 
by Amy Epple, marketing director and "Silver Sneakers" 
instructor at Evenglow Lodge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Livingston County board members - IAHCE Conference:  
 Front row, left to right: Peggy  Vaughan, and Connie Kostelc  
  Back row, Arlene Martell, Ellie Bossert and Sandi Kimpling 

 

Lake County, continued 
 
December is when we have our major fundraiser, the 
Christmas Cookie Sale. Margaret Hilliard has a busy time 
between November and December, as she heads the Ways 
and Means Committee that coordinates this sale, as well 
as International Day. We raised $1,400.00 and had 
enough cookies left over to give to first responders at  
several police and fire stations in our area and to newly 
recruited sailors who spent Christmas away from home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We hunkered down in January, especially at the end of the 
month during the Polar Vortex. On February 13, we held 
the Webinar lesson, ñWhatôs New in the Kitchenò. Betty 
Wertke (First VP) arranged for a display of equipment to 
augment the lesson. 

 

 Here is What is New   
in the Kitchen! 

 

 

 
Candace L. Keegan 

Secretary/Newsletter Editor 

LA SALLEéé. 
Organized 1918 

 
LaSalle County Home Community and Education attend-
ed the 94th Annual Conference at Effingham on March 12
-14. This year's them was "Celebrating Around the 
World." Meals, entertainment, decorations and activities 
were reflected with the theme. Members attending were 
Joan Anderson, Penny Carter, Carol Elmore, Paula  
Freepartner, Melanie Goodchild, Darlene Hettel, Gail 
Kapp, and Becky Kendall. There were 25 different lessons 
which they will bring back to their organizations. 
 
Awards were given with LaSalle County receiving 2 of 
them. The first one was Recognition for the County of 
Study. Sandy Martin had invited the Mayors to our Inter-
national Day. Sandy Martin did an amazing job planning 
the event. The second award was The Grand Award for 
Public Information on our 100 year Anniversary  

Celebration. Carol Elmore and Becky Kendall did an  
amazing job with the Celebration. They had an event 
planned for most of the year. We started in January with an 
Open House on the day the very first meeting took place.  
 
In April, we hosted a Heritage Craft Day. The attendees had 
to choose from 2 different items to make for the morning 
session and the afternoon session. They were from different 
decades.  
 
In May, we hosted our HCE Spring team with the program 
being Hats Off to Another 100 years. We served cookies 
from the 1940's Home Bureau Cookbook. We saved pop & 
water caps to have 2 benches made for the Extension Office 
and the Fair Grounds to honor the 100 Years.  
 
In June, a Flag pole was installed at the U of I Extension 
Office in Ottawa, Illinois with help from the Awesome 
Owls 4-H Club.  
 
As the year came to a close, we celebrated an early  
Christmas at our Annual meeting with the Awsome Owls 
performing a skit and a sing-along. Here's to another 100 
years for LaSalle County Home Community and  
Education. 
 

Darlene Hettel 
Public Information, LaSalle County 

Christmas Cookie Sale 
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DISTRICT 4 DIRECTOR
 

Mary Johnson 
 
Abraham Lincoln said, ñWhatever 
you are, be a good oneò.  A 
challenge from our 16th President to 
your new District 4 Director. I have 
been asked to fill the ñbig shoesò of 
Mary Eustace who succeeded as a 
District Director and has set the bar 
very high for me. I am Mary Johnson from Sangamon 
County. I live in the small town of Rochester, just outside 
of Springfield. I have been married to my husband Edward 
for almost 41 years. We have two grown sons, two 
wonderful daughter-in-lawôs and two grandsons.   
 
During my time with HCE, I have held the positions of 
President and Community Outreach Director at the unit 
level and PR/Publicity and Community Outreach Director 
at the county level. A year and a half ago, I was blessed to 
travel with Eleanor Gregory from Madison County to the 
Baltic States. Upon our return, Eleanor and I traveled 
throughout the state of Illinois and had the opportunity to 
speak with many of you about our adventures. I loved 
meeting many of you at the Annual Conference in 
Effingham this past March. What an amazing conference. 
 
HCE has filled my heart!  I believe that the message and 
purpose of HCE is as relevant today as it has ever been.  I 
look forward to working with all of you in the coming 
years. 
 
I will see you at your Annual Meetings. We have many 
new and exciting things to talk about!  Please donôt 
hesitate to contact me if you have any questions in the 
meantime. My email is rsqmom2@gmail.com  and my 
cell number is 217-553-5256. 
 
I hope by the time I see you it will be SPRING! I am ready 
for sunshine and warm breezes. 

   

                     Mary  Johnson  
 
 

MC HENRYéé. 
Organized 1918 

 
Up here in Northern Illinois we are so glad that winter has 
passed and spring is here, we had a very cold snowy and 
icy winter.  Many of my friends have fallen and broken 
their bones. 
 
Four members attended the annual IAHCE Conference in 
Effingham . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
McHenry County HCE will be doing some changes this 
next year. Our president, Carol Giammattei, has completed 
her 3 year term and with no one willing to take the presi-
dency Carol has decided to continue to be the president 
only on a limited basis.  
 
The Board has voted at the March meeting that will be-
come a ñSpecialty Countyò. According to Jane Chapman 
IAHCE President, ñThere are numerous ways we can still 
be members of HCE and not do the traditional thingò.  
Specialty units are a beginning, this unit could be a  

McHenry County 
   Marlene Rader, Judy Corson, Carol Giammattei,  
   and Karen Wootton  

 DISTRICT 4 NEWS   

 
 
 
 

Last year's annual meeting  
was the 100th for the county and  
of course, last year was the 200th  
anniversary for Illinois. The board decided to continue 
the celebration this year by learning about their own 
county. With that in mind they are planning a bus trip 
around the eastern part of the county to enjoy the muse-
ums and other activities that several small towns have to 
offer. If popular, more trips to other areas will be 
planned. 

 
Connie Kostelc 

Public Relations, Livingston County 

Connie Kostelc enjoys a  
 bookcraft at the  
IAHCE Conference "  

Make-it and Take- it "event  

pioneer for other counties units going through similar 
challenges with fewer active members.  
 
We hope to hear from our members at our annual meeting 
in April with their ideas and suggestions. HCE is about 
education and community outreach and hopefully the 
members will want it to continue. Keep us in your 
thoughts as we make these changes. 
 
Happy Spring! 
 

Florence Spesard 
Public Relations, McHenry County 

mailto:rsqmom2@gmail.com

