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G reetings to you all!   I have had a wonderful, busy and exhilarating time 

the last month.  

I   want to thank the organization very much for the opportunity to represent 

you at the ACWW meeting in Finland.   It was very interesting and I met 

women from many, many different countries.   Quite a few attendees stayed in 

the same hotel as we did and we got really well acquainted with them.   Three 

women from Wales were there in our hotel and they knew Dilwin (our 1 st       

exchangee about 12 years or so ago).  The complete conference was interesting 

and well planned and I enjoyed it very much.   The delegates may have a share 

shop at our Conference in March and we will share a lot more with you then.  

T he board has been busy; we had the June board meeting in May because Nancy and I were going to 

be gone in June.   Much business, including annual conference planning, was done.   We are also 

making plans for the CWC meeting to be held in Springfield in September (If you can help, let us know.)  

S ome things that were brought forth and decided at the May business meeting of the board were:  

 

¶ It was decided to purchase pins saying òAsk Me About HCEó and put them in the annual conference registration 

bags. 

¶ The Education Directors programs were approved and will be presented at District meetings.  

¶ The International Projects Committeeõs budget was approved.  

¶ The board had a session with Susan Taylor, our U of I Liaison in which we discussed the future of our organization 

and what we see for it in the future.  

¶ We went over the Annual Conference evaluation and spent a little time discussing them.  

¶ We approved the PR/Newsletter person sending the Annual Conference part of the newsletter to every member in 

December.  

¶ We were able to raise the amount of the scholarships to $500 and gave 10 of them to applicants that were chosen by 

the committee.   

¶ We decided our October board meeting should be held in Effingham, but not necessarily at the Hilton.   To save 

money, we will be staying at the Country Inn & Suites.   The room fees will be less and they have a breakfast         

included so that will save the cost of 17 breakfasts for 3 days ---we are trying to reduce our expenditures.  

S peaking of saving money, we worked very hard, and some long hours, to cut our May board meeting 

short by one day. This saved one night (9 rooms) and several meals (17 dinners and 17 breakfasts) ñ

again we are trying to watch the budget and the money!  

E lsewhere in this newsletter are articles about the projects chosen that our money sent to ACWW 

will sponsor. Hope you approve of them.  

R emember, I want to use my leadership role ---not to be the boss---but to help others.  

I   like to think outside the box but also to have FUN ñit takes fun and seriousness to get 

things done and to get them done well.   I have been reading many interesting things in 

your newsletters, so KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!!  

Your president and friend,    Ellie Maroon 

From the Desk of the President  
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Hello, 

Iõm Margaret Duncan - your new 
2 nd Vice President.  You elected me 
at the March, 2007 Conference in 
Effingham.  I previously served as 
your Public Relations Director and 
Subscription Editor. 

This will be a whole new ballgame for me!  I am 
ôcrammingõ this summer and will hopefully get 
everything ôrightõ for the District Meetings in 
August. 

I plan to go over the yearly report forms with all 
who attend the 2 nd Vice Presidents class at the 
workshop.  I will, also, include the forms (from 
the gray guide book) in your packets.  I have 
been told that this seems to be a problem for 
many. 

I have learned that many members are not 
happy with the way the òCounty of the Yearó is 
awarded.  Many do not seem to think that  
membership should play such a large part in the 
selection. 

Several years ago it was announced that the 
IAHCE Board would begin working on a new 
and improved way of selecting the òCounty of 
the Yearó.  It was not followed through - because 
we ran into some problems.  IAHCE 2nd Vice 
President, Debbie Somogi, had begun working on 
the ônew awardõ.  It had been suggested that we 
have two different awards.  Before Debbie could 
put anything forward, she had to resign for   
personal reasons.  Mitzi Bray was appointed and 
she agreed to finish the one year left on the 
term. 

I cannot guarantee that the òCounty of the Yearó 
award will be changed, but it bears looking into.  
I am asking that all those who plan to attend the 
2 nd Vice Presidents class at the August District 
Meetings, compile a list of the things you would 
like to see changed or implemented in this     
program.  Please ask around in your county and 
bring some written suggestions.  This will be the 
members chance to get some input into this   
program.   

See you at the August District Meetings! 

    Margaret Duncan 
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First Vice President  2nd Vice President  

Where has the summer gone?              
Have you taken the time to spend                   
with your family ñespecially the              
younger children who have been out                   
of school for several weeks?  So there                
are still weeds in the flower bed and               
òdust kittiesó under the beds, taking the time to be 
with family and friends is much more important.   
Writing a note or making a phone call to someone 
from your pastñwho you have been thinking 
aboutñcan be a real boost in their time of stress, 
need, or illness.  

Itõs the time when your county board will be 
making plans to carry out the special events,   
lessons, and other activities to maintain and     
increase membership.  Many of these events will 
falter or fail because we did not give them the 
òplanning timeó they required. Like our families 
who need special attention, our HCE organization 
also needs a boost. Even though you may no 
longer be on your HCE  Board, why not volunteer 
to help with one project each yearñsomething 
you enjoy doing and probably do very well.   
Send an email or make a phone call to those 
hard-working Board Members to give them      
encouragement and offer at least some small     
assistance for the upcoming year. 

Hopefully, I will be greeting many of you at the 
district meetings in Rock Falls, Urbana, or         
Mt. Vernon in August.  By sharing our successes 
and failures in a òlive settingó we can return home 
with new enthusiasm for the tasks ahead. A list of 
the new lessons chosen at the First Vice      
Workshop in Effingham last March will be placed 
in the packets at these district meetings.  Call, 
write, or email me at combwhit@winco.net.    

                                                  Carol Whitcomb 
 

CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE! 

www. IAHCE.org 

http://us.f818.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=combwhit@winco.net
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORTS  
Simulationó, in which we will be role-playing 
the life of low-income families.  I am very     
excited about this and looking forward to 
sharing what I learn with you.  

I know this is not a pleasant subject but one 
we can no longer ignore. I hope to see all the 
County Family Issues Directors at the      
workshops. 

Enjoy the summer. 

Lynn Kearney, Family Issues Director 

***************  

CULTURAL ENRICHMENT  

At the time of this writing, we 
had just finished our first 
board meeting after Annual 
Conference.  We discussed this 
yearõs theme and already 
making plans for 2008. 

Plans were finalized for the District Workshops 
which start in Mt. Vernon, goes to Urbana and 
ends up at Rock Falls.  I am looking forward to 
meeting county District Directors at these      
meetings and encourage all county officers to   
attend.  Itõs an informative day as you get to 
meet the new board members as well as renew         
acquaintance with others.  Each Educator has 
a new focus for the coming year and these will 
be discussed.  You will learn what the theme 
will be for 2008.   

I enjoy getting your newsletters and reading 
about what you do in your counties.         
However, I need to correct something - you 
are allowed on five (5) entries in the Cultural 
Arts Show at the State Conference - 1 quilt 
and 4 other handcrafted items.  As soon as you 
have completed your Presidentõs Award      
report, as well as your registrations for the 
craft show, you can send them to me.  You 
donõt have to wait until January 1st.  Please 
make sure you send your letters to me at 
8031 Mulkeytown Rd., Mulkeytown, IL  
62865 - our you can e-mail me at: 

   COMMUNITY OUTREACH        

The focus for Community   
Outreach this year will be the 
environment.  Are our efforts 
successful?  In the August    
IAHCE District Workshops  
materials will be given out 
that will raise quandaries.           
Remember that Illinois is a long 

state and climates do vary, so what works in 
Pulaski County may not work in Winnebago 
County. 

I have had questions regarding Linus Quilts.  
Someone called from Lake County, but only a 
partial message was on my machine and I 
could not return the phone call.  As a result, 
Linus Quilts will be the IAHCE Community 
Outreach project for 2007 -2008.  You will    
receive a list of groups in Illinois who will    
receive your blankets. 

Letõs have a prosperous season. 

   Carolyn Fisher 

******************************** 
Family Issues 

Hello fellow members!  The    
summer is going by so quickly.  I 
can hardly believe it is the 4 th of 
July.  This year I am asking you 
to mail articles about Family   
Issues to me or bring them with 
you to the workshop.  I want to 
build a scrapbook of them. 

My emphasis this year will be on poverty; and 
its effect on all of us.  I spent most of my   
working years for the Illinois Department of 
Public Aid and its counter part in Texas ð The       
Department of Human Services.  I have been 
retired over 5 years now and I am sorry to 
say that the problem is worse than when I left. 

I will discuss the statistics and the way out of 
the cycle.  The U of I Extension Office is       
offering CAPS òCommunity Action Poverty  
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORTS  
barbgail@shawneelink.net  Please do not send 
your reports to the President, as you could 
miss out on an award.  Since I am new at this, 
it will give me more time to review your      
reports and register your entries.  Iõm looking 
for some new and different entries this year.   

Hope to see you at the workshops! 

   Barbara Spencer 

****************************** 
INTERNATIONAL  

My head is spinning!  It is so full 
of ideas and information!  I have 
just attended the May IAHCE 
Board Meeting in Springfield. 

My name is Debbie Borries, and I 
am the newly appointed           

replacement for International Director on the 
IAHCE Board.  Phyllis Swanson has been ill 
this year and is unable to complete her term of 
office.  She has done a great job; I hope her 
health improves and I wish her all the best.  
She will be a hard act to follow.  Thanks for all 
your hard work, Phyllis.  

I am from Shelby County HCE where I serve 
on the board as International Chairperson.  
(This will be my fifth year.)  I am a member of 
Stewardson Night unit, where I currently hold 
the office of 2nd Vice Chairman and co-chair 
International.  I have been in HCE for almost 
28 years.  

As I said, my head is full of so much!  I will put 
all this information to good use in my new   
position.  I am learning every day; please be 
patient with me.  I will appreciate all          
comments and suggestions you may have for 
me.  Be sure to contact me with your         
questionsñ-if I donõt know the answer, I will 
search for it. 

I am looking forward to meeting many of you 
at the District Workshops in August.  I am 
working on packets for International         
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TAKE A FRIEND TO  

YOUR NEXT  

HCE MEETING!  

Chairpersons in each county which will            
include your information about our country of 
study, Greece. 

Thank you!  

   Debbie Borries 

******************************** 
     CERTIFIED  VOLUNTEER 

HOURS/SALES  

Illinois Counties turned in 
123,510 hours in 2006 with 28 
counties participating.  467 
members turned in hours.        
Information below is from Susan 
Taylor, Extension Educator at   
University of Illinois.  

Sheri Seibold-Volunteer           
specialist-State 4-H office gave 
me the answer to our question - 
òWhat are  IAHCE hours worth?ó  The new  
figure posted by the òIndependent Sectoró for 
the value per hour of volunteers is $18.77.  
Independent Sector takes this figure &          
increases it by 12% to estimate the fringe 
benefits.  If we take the number of hours     
volunteered multiplied by $18.77, Iõm sure the 
organization would be   impressed. 

Letõs turn in even more hours this year.,  I 
know we have many volunteers out there.  
Letõs start keeping track of those hours.  You 
can go back three years to turn in your hours.  
If you have any questions you can call me - 
Vi Huebner at 618 -254 -0368 or e -mail me 
at:  Vi2sam@yahoo.com. 

   Vi Huebner  
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FROM THE ASSOCIATED COUNTY WOMEN 
OF THE WORLDµµµµ. 

At the State Conference in Effingham, March 2007, we 
were told of sending $32,189.87 to ACWW from our 
ºPennies for Friendship».  Their ºthank you note» states 
how the money will be used.  They ºpropose to apply 50% 
of this donation to the grants awarded for the projects» and 
those projects were:  $5,324 was used in Ghana for a 
ºMaize Farm in the Volta Region, $6,096 was used in 
Kenya for ºImproving Fishing and Nutrition» for the 
Kayieko Widows and Widower Group and $5,304 was 
used in Tanzani for ºWomen Empowerment in Social   
Economics Development (WESED)» for the Ihangiro  
Farmers Development Association (IFADEA). 

The balance will be credited to our ºPennies for        
Friendship» Fund which will be used for general purposes. 

This years donation to the ºPennies for Friendship» was in 
the amount of $12,057.  We received another ºthank you 
note» from ACWW telling us how the money was used.        
$5,088 was used in India for ºSkill Training in Country 
Brick Making and Production», $5,436 was used in    
Lesotho for ºBoiteko Piggery Makaung/Mafeteng Projecte» 
and $1,533.44 was used in Peru for ºJewelry Using For-
est½s Recycled Products» (Ecological Business). 

So, as you can see, our ºPennies for Friendship» go a long 
way in helping many countries who are in need of it.   
Continue collecting for this worthwhile project! 

****************************** 
FROM THE STATE 4-H OFFICEµµµ.. 

We have received a ºThank You» from the University of 
Illinois 4-H Development and its International Exchange 
programs.  It states, ºI would like to take this opportunity 
to thank the members of Illinois Association for Home and 
Community Education for their continued support of our 
programming efforts». 

It further tells us how and who benefited from our         
contributions.  They were able to ºprovide support for six  
4-Hers in making their dreams of traveling abroad a    
reality».  The 4-Hers traveled to Japan, Finland and    
Mexico!  This contribution was from our 2006           

STATEWIDE NEWS 
contributions. 

Our 2007 contribution will send more young people 
abroad during the 2008 program year.  Those 4-H     
Exchange Participants are:  Kealsey Decker and Caleb  
Rinard from Crawford County, Marcus Rodriguez from 
Sangamon County,    Savanah Jacobs from McLean 
County, Emily Chappell from Winnebago County and 
Sage Kozlowski from Kane County.   

Our counties can call these young men and women for 
programs.  They agree to make presentations when they 
get homeµ..so give them a call if you need a program!  
Call the State 4-H Office for their contact information at 
217-244 -6218. 

WHAT IS  º PROJECT LINUS»?µµµ 
I wanted to let the counties know what the new Community 
Outreach program is.  I½m sure Carolyn Fisher will have 
more for you.  The following is an excerpt from 
www.projectlinus.org (with  permission). 

Project Linus is a 100% volunteer non-profit organization with a 
two-fold mission: 

First, it is our mission to provide love, a sense of security, 
warmth and comfort to children who are seriously ill,           
traumatized, or otherwise in need through the gifts of new, 
handmade blankets and afghans, lovingly created by volunteer 
"blanketeers." 

Second, it is our mission to provide a rewarding and fun service 
opportunity for interested individuals and groups in local     
communities, for the benefit of children. 

Project Linus National Headquarters is located in Bloomington, 
Illinois.  National President Carol Babbitt, and Vice President 
Mary Balagna, both full time volunteers, direct and orchestrate 
the activities of Project Linus chapters located across the United 
States.  Both have been involved with the organization since late 
1998, as chapter coordinators and now as directors and officers. 
They also maintain a very busy Central Illinois chapter,      
donating an average of 350 blankets every month to local  
children.  With chapters in all 50 states, Project Linus       
continues to grow.  Blankets are collected locally and          
distributed to children in hospitals, shelters, social service  
agencies, or anywhere that a child might be in need of a big 
hug.  
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SPECIAL REPORTS  

SUPPORT FUND 
IAHCE Support Fund received four (4)         
applications for grants by the June 1st     
deadline.  The Advisory Committee is           
reviewing these applications and the          
candidates will be notified of their status soon. 

The IAHCE Support Fund Advisory          
Committee member has a two-year term; 
however, many ask to remain on the         
committee longer.  If you are interested in   
becoming a member of this committee in the 
future, please have your  District Director 
contact me. 

Carolyn Fisher, Support Fund Chairman 

New and enticing booths for the 2008 Trade Show  March 11 -13, 
2008!   Perhaps you have a small business or hobby which includes 
items with appeal to the ladies of Illinois who attend our Annual   
Conference.  Think about the kinds of  items which  attract your       
attentionñscarves, jewelry, kitchen ware, gardening items, paintings,  
decorating items, etc.  If you or someone you know would make a     
welcome addition to our Trade Show, please send the names to me at 
the address below.  We have a limited number of tables to rent at the 
price of $40 each.  Carol Whitcomb, 1616E Co. Rd. 2300, Burnside, 
IL 62330,  217 -755 -4324 (until December 26 th).                              
E-mail: combwhit@winco.net.  After December send mail to me at:             
2384 Scenic  Gulf Dr., Apt. 204, Destin, Florida 32550  

  Carol Whitcomb, Trade Show  Chairman                                                                        

Linus, con½t 

"I am extremely pleased by the outpouring of support    
Project Linus has enjoyed." states Babbitt.  "The comfort 
brought to a child by a Project Linus security blanket 
should not be underestimated.  Thanks to our many      
blanketeers and our chapter coordinators, millions of    
children and their families have been given comfort and 
security at a time when they need it most.  In addition,      
blanketeers are given an opportunity to use their talents 
and abilities in a most rewarding way." 

I am a blanketeer and have been for several years.  It is a 
worthwhile project and very rewarding.  Have a great year 
making blankets!  

    Sharon Middleton 

http://us.f818.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=combwhit@winco.net


VOLUME 70, ISSUE 2    NEWSLETTER PAGE  9 

ºCOUNTY OF THE YEAR» 

WABASH / EDWARDS 
Congratulations to Wabash/Edwards on 
winning this award.  This county worked 
very hard last year beginning with 53 
members.  They formed a diabetes     
support group and their numbers grew to 
86 members by year end.   

Patti Hanzel spoke at the 2nd Vice President ºShare Shop» 
at the Conference about how they went about getting new 
members in the County.  She told the group how she    
started the ºthe diabetes support group» in her county and 
all of the support the Diabetes Foundation in her area had 
given them.  Patti also talked about their other new units, 
one being the Wabash Welcome Womens unit.   

With 33 new members during the past year,               
Wabash/Edwards members deserved this award. 

Other awards the County won at this Conference were 
ºGrand Award» for their Wabash Welcome Women       
submission and a President½s award for the Diabetes    
Support Group. 

As ºCounty of the Year» they had a wonderful display in 
the lobby of our Conference showing what all they had 
done in the past year with articles from their local paper.  
Getting the word out about HCE is much easier if we work 
with our local papers to promote our organization, and  
Wabash/Edwards has done just that.  Now that they are 
home from Conference, they have their own byline in the 
paper.  Great going.  Watch out for them next year.  As 
their article in the Daily Republican-Register said ºThe 
only thing is, since we did win this time and get special 
seating and preferential treatment, nothing less will do 
next time.  We have been officially ºspoiled».» 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
AGAINµµµµµµ.         
WABASH/EDWARDS 

NOMINATING COMMITTEEééé. 
Would you like to make a difference on the  
IAHCE State Board?  Are you available to 
meet away from home for less than a week in 
June and October?  Would you be willing to 
travel the state for five days in August? Are 
you able to come to the IAHCE Annual       
Conference two days early and leave one day 
later?  Are you in good health and are able to 
drive long distances? Have you served on 
your HCE County Board? 

Those are a few of the questions asked of an 
applicant for the IAHCE State Board.  We will 
be interviewing candidates in Effingham in  
October and we will be electing and installing 
the following three positions at our 2008     
IAHCE Annual Conference in Effingham in         
March of 2008:  First Vice President,        
Treasurer and CVU/Sales Director. 

The First Vice President must have previously 
served on the IAHCE Board.  This position 
chairs the Education Committee, serves on the 
Executive Committee, helps plan the IAHCE 
District Workshops and maintains the IAHCE 
(Gray) Guidebook, as well as other duties. 

The Treasurer must have knowledge of         
accounting and bookkeeping.  This chairman of 
the Budget Committee also serves on the      
Executive Committee, as well as other          
responsibilities. 

It is recommended that the CVU/Sales Director 
has a van to transport our sales items and have 
bookkeeping skills.  Compiling the Certified 
Volunteer Units and maintaining the records 
for our sales items are the primary                
responsibilities of this position. 

Please send the completed IAHCE State Board      
Application on pages 54 and 55 of the IAHCE 
(Gray) Guidebook by October 1, 2007 to:   
 Mrs. Carolyn W. Fisher                              
 IAHCE Nominating Committee Chairman   
 1919 Burlington Avenue                               
 Lisle, IL  60532  

SPECIAL REPORTS  

Patti Hanzel 
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STATE LIAISON CHANGE 
Ruby Lingle, Extension Educator, Community 
and Economic Development in the Springfield 
Center retired March 31, after 37 years   
working for Extension.  She and her husband 
have built a new home in southern Illinois.  
Ruby will be missed.  I wish her the best in her 
phase of life. 

When Ruby called, it was hard to say ònoó to 
her.  I am Susan Taylor, Extension Educator,        
Consumer and Family Economics in the       
Matteson Center.  I have worked for Extension 
27 years.  I have been in this role for the last 
14 years.  I hold two degrees from the           
University of Illinois.   

My roots with HCE are pretty deep.  My  
Grandmother Rogers was a charter member of 
Knox County.  My mother is a 50 year    
member and currently serves on the Mercer 
County Board.  As a child, I remember helping 
my mother with shaping yeast rolls which 
was a lesson.  I used the information for a 4-H 
foods demonstration, 

I look forward to strengthening                   
communications between IAHCE and           
Extension.  I will see many of you at the fall 
IAHCE meetings scheduled in August    
throughout the state. 

  Susan Taylor 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 

Well, I have my second issue almost done.  
I½ve had more county reports to type this 
issue and have enjoyed receiving them all 
and seeing the wide variety of things the  
counties are doing. 

What a great time we are in ºThe Computer Age».  Those 
that sent in their reports via e-mail - great going!  It really 
gets the newsletter done faster and hopefully with less  
mistakes.  That doesn½t mean those that send your articles 
in by regular mail will be left out!  Your articles are all 
important to me.  I would love to have 100% of the     
counties send in what they have been doing between     
issues.  So I½ll be waiting for your county½s information by 
the next deadline of November 1st!  

As most of you know by now, I have the go ahead by the 
State Board to send out a special mailing to all of our 
members in December.  Those without subscriptions will 
get a brief newsletter which will include registration and 
all that goes with signing up for the 2008 Conference in 
March.  Subscribers will get the full issue including the 
extra news, District information from counties and any 
other items that is sent to me.   

I have had several newspaper articles sent to my attention.  
I will briefly hi-light those that are of interest to all the 
counties.   

Continue sending me your county½s newsletters.  I read 
every one as soon as they get to me.  Have a great       
summer! 

  Sharon Middleton 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

DISTRICT MEETINGS - August 21 -23, 2007 

CWC (County Womenôs Council) -           

September 27 -29. 2007 in Springfield  

IAHCE Annual Conference in Effingham -       

March 11 -13, 2008 

BOOK CLUB BOOKS! 

Pike County Book Club just finished reading the book 
which was funded by an IAHCE project for a northern 
county.  The box of books was obtained by Adams County, 
then by Pike County.  The books are now ready to be 
moved on to another county that has a book club.  If     
interested in this box of books, please contact Mary Lea 
Prentice at 217-285 -2308 or e-mail:  
limb30@verizon.net.  Mary Lea can bring the books to 
the August workshop in Urbana or other arrangements can 
be made.  

http://us.f818.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=limb30@verizon.net
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHTS 
SARA HUSEMAN - ADAMS COUNTY 

At our May Board meeting, I was given an article about a 
member of HCE.  The article was from a newsletter from 
Blessing Hospital on Sara Huseman and what a fighter 
she was.  The article related her battle against several 
health problems.  Of course, it was about how wonderful the     
hospital was and the great care that she received during her 
stay.   

I called and visited with Sara.  She hasn½t slowed down.  
She has been a member of HCE in Adams County for over 
40 years and served as President, then was District     
Director for District 4 and then on to being 2nd Vice   
President of our State.  She did this after retiring from 
teaching.   

Her activities now include being on a committee for 2009 
NVON Conference, being a 4-H leader for 15, working with 
her town for their 150th year celebration this year and 
works at Christ Assistance Center which serves the needy, 
providing clothing and food. 

She just finished helping paint a one room school house 
which had been moved to their historic site. 

This is one special, busy lady.  I½m sure we will be seeing 
her at District meetings and at next years Conference.  
Thanks for talking with me, Sara.  Good luck in the     
future. 

    Sharon Middleton 
LOLA BOTTRELL - SHELBY COUNTY 

70 Years of Shelby County HCE Memories  

Lola Bottrell, the only remaining charter member of the 

Shelby County HCE, spoke at the countyõs annual 

meeting on June 12. Lola was not one of the original 

women who held meetings and worked hard to get 

Shelby County òHome Bureauó organized, but she knew 

when the regular meetings started that she wanted to 

be a part of this important organization.  She started in 

the Richland unit in September of 1936.  At the end of 

the first year, her husband, thinking of the $5 fee which 

was a òdear sumó in the 1930õs, asked her if she 

thought Home Bureau was worth the cost.  She thought 

about how much she would learn from the lessons and, 

being in a rural area, she knew that she wanted more of 

the wonderful educational opportunities it offered.  So 

she told her husband, òYes, it is worth it!ó and he was 

happy to pay the fee.  He became a big booster for 

Home Bureau and often told others, òWe have lunch 

early on Home Bureau day,ó because he knew Lola    

didnõt want to be late. 

Lola recalled when the county 

fair was held at the park in 

Shelbyville. HCE members 

brought their food, supplies 

and paring knives and pre-

pared the food there. Tents 

were set up and taken down 

and the grounds cleaned.  In 

1947-48 property was bought 

for the current fairground.  

Lola said some things in HCE 

have greatly changed.  For 

example, the lessons have changed in content.  Lola 

remembers making a dress form in the early years.  

She said they had met in someoneõs large home.  She 

had to strip to her           underclothes and put on some 

kind of gauze shift.  Then     others wrapped her in a 

special tape.  When the tape totally wrapped her body, 

it was then cut up the back and taken off her body.  

Then it was re -taped closed to make the dress form.  

She used it for many years to help make her dresses.  

However, at this time, Lola had had a baby and before 

the taping, she had nursed him, knowing it would be 

some time before she was done with the taping process.  

Lola said that her dress form always was bigger on one 

side of the chest than the other, and she always had to 

adjust the dresses she made!  She always told her hus-

band, òAfter I am gone, you will still have my dress 

form!ó 

Lola mentioned many unusual lessons that she learned: 

making pheasant and guinea feather hats, making kid 

leather gloves, making sewing hams for pressing, and 

how to care for hosiery - nylon, rayon, or cotton.(Lola 

said she now wears support hose, so she still uses this 

lesson.)  She said that lessons in cooking and decorating 

have changed as tastes and experiences changed.   

However, she said many lessons, such as  planning a 

home budget, maintaining our health, child care, all 

phases of homemaking were timeless.  

Lola carries a small notebook where she recorded her 

thoughts and insights that she wants to remember 

(written in 1979 for the 80õs).  These are a few of her 

thoughts that will never change as concerns for us as 

women in HCE.  

¶ What is expected of us?  

¶ What are the roles that women play?  

¶ Women wear many hats.  
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