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In  the 15 weeks since Annual Conference, I have been very, very busy.  I have                                      
made 22 county visits, represented IAHCE at the Indiana State Conference (I                                       
saved my registration fee by presenting a share shop there), attended and                                             
chaired the June board meeting, attended (as a delegate from Illinois) the NVON                                      
(our national organization) in Charleston, West Virginia and will be attending the                                               
CWC (Country Womenõs Council) meeting in Hot Springs, Arkansas in September.                                      
It has been an exciting, exhilarating, and some times hectic, few months, but I                                         
have enjoyed every minute of it! 

I was able to get to 11 counties in the northern part of our state for their meetings                                    
and that was interesting.  Some of these places were places I had never been before and I really liked 
getting acquainted in these counties.  I want to thank all those who provided me with sleeping              
arrangements while I was traveling aroundñeach home I was in had things of extreme interest to me 
and just sitting and talking to the members and their husbands was fun.  I was even able to meet a few of 
their children and grandchildren while visiting in their homes. 

If I have not been to your county in my term as president and you are having any kind of meeting that 
you would like me to attend, just let me know.  My term will be up I March so I will miss many of the     
Annual Meetings.  I could attend some other type of meeting, as long as I can say a few words about our 
membership.  Just please contact me. 

 The June board meeting has been here and gone.  We got  a lot done and still finished by noon on  
Tuesdayñwhich everyone seems to like very much.  Our budget loves it because we saved the cost of 
meals for 17 plus one night in the motel for 9 rooms.  We worked hard to get all our business done and I 
would like to thank all of the board members for keeping to the task and getting it all done in a very 
timely fashion.  

Our 2009 Annual Conference will beheld  in Springfield, March 3, 4 & 5 and should be very excitingñit 
is Mr. Lincolnõs birthday!  Come enjoy all that is being planned. 

I read all of your newsletters and cut out anything I really want to keep and use later.  This was in one 
of them and I really loved it so I will share it with you then sign off until the next time.  Invite everyone 
you know to join you at your countyõs events! 

An Old Farmerõs advise (works for city folk too)                                                                                             
Life is simpler when you plow around the stump.  The best sermons are lived, not preached.  Most of the 
stuff people worry about ainõt gonna happen anyway.  Remember that silence is sometimes the best   
answer.  Donõt interfere with somethinõ that ainõt botherinõ you none. 

 

                                                 Your President,    Ellie Maroon 

  



MARGARET DUNCAN  

 

 

     
   Margaret Duncan 
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First Vice President    2nd Vice President  
NYMPHA WHITE  

Finally, summer weather has come                       
after an unusual winter and                             
spring season we just had.  Yes, we                     
now have a nice and warm                                
temperature though sometimes itõs                       
terribly windy and stormy.  However, letõs not  
forget some of our neighbors like Iowa, Missouri, 
Wisconsin and even our very own western     
counties which suffered severe flooding and      
damaged crops. 

Our organization is really known as a                 
compassionate, generous and helpful group and so 
letõs extend our helping hand for whatever is 
needed in your particular area that needs           
assistance.  Iõm sure some of you may have        
already assisted either monetary or labor of love.  
Remember the saying òCharity begins at homeó.  
To all of you, THANK YOU!!!! 

As your new First Vice President, please bear with 
me as I am trying to re-acquaint the role or ropes 
of this office.  In the meantime, if you have any 
questions or suggestions for programs for our      
Lessons for Living, please donõt hesitate to send it 
to me.  Also, if anyone or county would like to    
order a Gray Guidebook, just let me know and I 
will try to bring it to our Fall Workshops.  

Some of us on the State Board and members of the 
2009 NVON conference committee will be         
attending the 2008 NVON conference in     
Charleston, West Virginia.  I hope we will be able 
to bring home to you some new ideas or programs 
that we could use for our Lessons for Living.  

Meanwhile, continue the good work youõve been 
doing and we look forward to seeing you at the 
Fall Workshop.  Enjoy the beautiful summer 
weather including the fresh flowers, fruits and 
vegetables from your garden. 

                                       Nympha White 

 

 

 

 
 
 



VOLUME 71, ISSUE 2    NEWSLETTER 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORTS  
Community Outreach  

CAROLYN FISHER  

This is the final year of my      
3-year term and the         
Nominating Committee is     
looking for a successor,         
preferably someone who hasnõt 
served on the IAHCE Board before.  The  
opportunity to lead, teach and be taught, 
and to travel the state is open to you. 

Thinking back to only two years ago we 
were in a state of drought, now we have 
flooding conditions and potential loss of 
crops.  Is it just a coincidence that this is 
happening right after the United States    
announced that for the first time in history 
our country is less than 50% agrarian?  
The concrete jungle is advancing and leaves 
little planning for flood waters.  What     
contractors have planned for retention 
ponds are not as sufficient as planned. 

Keep working with your individual projects 
and those Linus Blankets.  Also remember 
our NVON Project in Common òMADó - 
working with foster children.  

Reach Out! 

   Carolyn Fisher 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAGE 5 

ASK A FRIEND TO  

JOIN YOU  

AT  YOUR NEXT  

HCE MEETING!  
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORTS  
Family Issues 

LYNN KEARNEY  

Hello Fellow HCE Members 

We just came back from our June State 
Board Meeting; which was very          
successful.  Sandy Bechtold and I have 
been planning a great Annual Conference 
for all of you.  It will be March 3. 4 & 5. 

2009 at the Crown Plaza in Springfield.  We hope we 
can have even more members attend than last year. 

I will be teaching about Strokes at the August         
workshops.  Once again I have been working with the 
American Heart Association to bring you the latest   
information on the topic of Heart Health at my Family 
Issues lecture.  I hope as many of you as are able will be 
at workshops in your area.  I am looking forward to  
seeing all of you at your District Workshops. 

The State Board has voted us permission to fundraise to 
help offset the cost of the conferences.  In the last few 
years we have had to take monies from the state budget 
to make up this lost.  We will be selling ads to be placed 
in the program booklets.  They can be sold to anyone, 
but businesses are the best bet.  They will sell for 
$200.00 for a whole page and $100.00 for a half a 
page.  This is get   advising at a low cost to the business.  
If you have anyone in your area that you can sell an 
ad to or you know some, I would be happy to contact 
them.  If you think of someone email me, or write or 
bring their names, address and phone number to the 
Workshops.  As we all know, prices are continuing to go 
up so help us to defer the conference costs. The cost of 
registration will also be going up; start saving, ask your 
children to give you a little seed money to help pay 
your way; this would be a great Christmas or birthday 
gift that they could give you.  Since gas is so high and 
relief is not sight, you might think about taking the train 
or bus.  You could make it a fun trip with your unit or 
county.  Crown Plaza has a shuttle free of charge which 
could pick you up.  Donõt let the increase in registration 
and room rates keep you from attending the Annual     
Conference in Springfield, March 3, 4 & 5, 2009. 

Over the next few months, letõs all think of things we 
can make to bring to the Silent Auction at the Annual          
Conference.  Handmade items always bring a good price; 
such as embroidered hankies, tea towels, both new and 
antique. 

I am looking forward to seeing each countyõs Family 
Issues   director at the Fall Workshops in your area. 

                                   Lynn Kearney 
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Cultural Enrichment  

BARB SPENCER 

Are you getting excited  I am.  
In a very short time, the    
IAHCE Traveling Board will 
be visiting in Rock Falls, Decatur and Mt. 
Vernon for the Fall Workshops.  I look forward 
to seeing you and exchanging ideas.  This is 
my second trip to visit you and Iõm bringing 
lessons that should be a help to you in your 
position on your county board. 

I enjoy getting your county newsletters and 
reading what you have been doing in Cultural 
Enrichment and hope that you will share with 
other counties. 

Due to the Annual Conference in 2009 being 
held at an earlier date, the dates for reports 
and registration for Best of Show has been 
changed.  All Presidentõs Award reports will be 
due January 15th and Cultural Enrichment 
Best of Show deadline is February 15th.  This 
means that you must get your forms filled out 
and mailed in two weeks earlier!   

I appreciate all the interest in the poetry 
books.  I did reorder them and they are    
available now and will be at the Fall       
Workshops.  The price is still only $2.00.  If 
you would like to have yours before then,      
e-mail me at: quilterscorner1@verizon.net   
and I will let you know how much the postage 
is going to be and put them in the mail to you.  
They do make nice little gifts. 

I hope that some of you will be thinking about 
teaching a craft at Make-It Take-It at Annual 
Conference.  I also would like you to consider 
being a volunteer at Best of Show.  I will need 
at least three ladies to register the items and at 
least three more to help display them.  We had 
180 items last year and I look for even more 
in 2009.  

On August 19, we will see you in Rock Falls, 
on August 20 in Decatur and on August 21 in 
Mt. Vernon; so all take care and plan to go to 
your Fall Workshop. 

   Barbara Spencer 
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORTS  
Chairpersons who have notified me of their 
names and email addresses and had their 
newsletters sent to me.  I read each newsletter 
and get some great ideas from each one.  You 
are all doing amazing things!  My county     
International night is September 18, 2008 at 
6:30 P.M. (I think), and we have a tasting night 
for just the Unit International people who then 
take the lesson back to their units.  If youõd 
like to attend, let me know. 

Looking forward to seeing new and familiar 
faces at District Meetings.  Keep in touch!     

   Debbie Borries 

 

Public Relations  

SHARON MIDDLETON  

Well, can you believe it has been 
three months plus since Annual         
Conference?  I have been so       
excited seeing some of the photos 
from each of your countyõs groups setting at 
our òPhoto Opó at the Conference.  I do hope 
that you used this opportunity to send the 
photo with a press release about attending the 
Conference to your local newspaper.  What a 
way to get HCEõs name out.  You all looked so 
ready to go to a tea.  And so we did!  What a 
tea party that was.  Mark your calendars for 
the 2009 Conference, March 3, 4 and 5 in 
Springfield. 

This will be your second newsletter for this 
year then the last issue for the year comes in       
December with all of your 2009 Conference 
information.  Continue to generate interest in 
our State Newsletter.  I try to get a variety of 
news  from all over the Illinois; to keep you  
informed what is going on with our               
organization.   

Many are celebrating 90 years with IAHCE.  
What a great time to be sure you are notifying 
all of your newspaper contacts, radio,          
television and other medias in your area to 
show what a truly great organization we are 

International  

DEBBIE BORRIES  

Greetings!  I have been research-
ing recipes and trying to choose a 
new country for next year.  This 
will be announced at the District 
meetings in August.  Please mark 
your calendars to attend your areaõs meeting.  

At District Meetings I will have information 
about where your pennies (coins) go in the 
world.  Briefly, the last Pennies in 2007 went 
to an Improved Fishing and Nutrition project 
in Kenya, Womenõs Empowerment in Social 
Development in Tanzania and the 2008   
monies we sent in March are to go to the    
Support Adult Literacy Activities, Stop HIV 
Project in Cameroon, and to a Rural Sanitation 
Project in India. We will collect pennies and 
coins at the District and Annual Meetings.        

We just got back from the board meetings last 
week.  I am happy to say the International has 
an updated budget and there is some mileage 
for travel to counties in it.  If you would like 
the International Director to visit your county 
for an International event, let me know.  If 
your county is able to help with mileage costs 
in full or in part, please do so.  If not, then    
perhaps I will still be able to attend because of 
this allotted money.  As International Director, 
I am excited to attend your events if my 
schedule allows; I am also available to speak if 
you need a speaker.  Call me and let me know 
if you need help with materials or anything 
else.  

We had to change the deadline for the     
President Awards applications ðJanuary 15 th, 
2009.  This change is due to the early date for 
Annual Conference.  Be sure to get your       
applications and read the rules carefully.  This 
is listed in the Gray Book on pages 49-52.     

I also hope you will apply for stipends based 
on what you did for International this year, 
January -December 2008.  

Thanks to all the County International    
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE  
in and how many contacts you will reach 
with what HCE is all about.  The more we    
expose ourselves to the public, the more 
awareness there is of  HCE. 

Those that are Public Relations or Public       
Information Directors in your counties are the 
ones to keep in touch with all news medias.  
Have a list to send articles of all of your       
activities so that it might generate interest in 
joining our group.  Good Luck!  Keep up the 
good work. 

Our Fall Workshops will be here very shortly.  
You will find the traveling board in Rock Falls, 
August 19, Decatur (my hometown), August 
20 and in Mt. Vernon, August 21.  Since I was 
unable to attend last year, this will be my first 
Fall Workshop on the State Board.  I know as a 
member coming to those Fall Workshops in the 
past, that you get so much information for 
each of your board positions to take back to 
your counties.  The State Board Educators 
work really hard to bring helpful information 
that you can use.  I do hope that as many of 
your board can attend and visit with others in 
your position to see what they are doing in 
their counties. 

Continue all of your good work in whatever 
position you are in your county whether it be 
as a county board member or as members of 
units.  It takes all of us to help HCE grow. 

 

   

  Sharon Middleton  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Certified Volunteer 

Hours/Sales  

ALICE GROOMS  

 

 Alice  Grooms 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

Postmark Deadline is SEPTEMBER 15, 2008 
due to an earlier IAHCE Board Meeting. 

Would you like to make a difference on the 
IAHCE State Board?  Are you available to 
meet for less than a week in June and          
October?  Would you be willing to travel the 
state for 5 days in August?  Are you able to 
come to IAHCE Annual Conference 2 days 
early and leave 1 day later?  Are you in good 
health and are able to drive long distances?  
Have you served on your HCE County Board? 

Those are a few of the questions asked of an 
applicant for IAHCE State Board.  We will be 
electing and installing four 3-year (full term) 
positions (President, Secretary, Community 
Outreach Director and International Director) 
and Treasurer in a partial 2 -year term at our 
2009 IAHCE Annual Conference in Springfield 
in March. 

The President must have served on the IAHCE 
State Board.  This position arranges the     
committee lists, chairs the Executive         
Committee, serves as ex-officio on other (not 
all) committees, presides over the Annual 
Meeting, as well as other duties pertaining to 
the leadership of IAHCE.  Travels will include 
IAHCE District Workshops (every year), the 
ACWW Triennial Conference, and a noble    
attempt to visit every member county of     
IAHCE once during the three years.  Other 
states may invite our President to attend their 
conferences. 

The Secretary is a member of the Executive 
Committee, as well as other committees.  The 
major duties are keeping accurate minutes and 
arranging for accommodations for board    
meetings, maintaining the Past Board Members 
list, and revising the òYellowó Activities list, 
and travels to the IAHCE District Workshops. 

The Treasurer must have knowledge of        
accounting, budgets, tax requirements and 
bookkeeping.  She chairs the Budget           
Committee and serves on the Executive    
Committee, as well as other duties, and may be 

SPECIAL REPORT  
one who travels to the IAHCE District     
Workshops. 

The Community Outreach Director and        
International Director  both serve on the     
Education Committee, as well as other        
committees, and travel to the IAHCE District 
Workshops.  The International Director        
administers the Pennies of Friendship and 
chairs the International Projects Committee 
and its budget. 

Interviews will be held on Sunday, October 4, 
2008 in Springfield.  Please send the          
completed IAHCE State Board Application on 
pages 54 and 55 of the IAHCE (Gray)      
Guidebook by September 15, 2008 to Mrs. 
Carolyn Fisher, IAHCE Nominating Committee 
Chairman, 1919 Burlington Avenue, :Lisle, IL  
60532.  Questions?  cwfisher@yahoo.com  OR  
call 630 -964 -6594.  

          Nominating Committee Chairman, 

              Carolyn Fisher 

 

SUPPORT FUND 
We have five candidates to review for 2008 
Support Fund Grants.  They will be notified 
shortly (if they havenõt received their letter 
already) as to their status. 
 
Two reports are in the process of being written 
for the 2007 Support Grants, the other two 
have been completed. 
 
New updated pages for the Support Fund Ap-
plication (IAHCE Gray Guidebook 64 & 65) 
are ready for distribution at the IAHCE Dis-
trict Workshops.  Please use these new pages 
in the future. 
 
  IAHCE Support Fund Chairman 
   Carolyn Fisher 

NVON CONFERENCE DATE 

2008 - Charleston, W. Virginia - July 11-13 
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SPECIAL REPORT  
DEWITT COUNTY HOSTS                

SPECIAL GUEST! 

DeWitt County is having a special guest in 
their town of Clinton, October 4, 2009 and are 
inviting members of IAHCE to join them.  The 
special guest is Ursula Goh of Malaysia, the 
ACWW President who will be visiting DeWitt 
county member, Ruth Peverly, also a member 
of ACWW.  Ruth has traveled internationally 
and made friends with many people including 
Ursula.  Ruth has consented to share her with 
us. 

The DeWitt County chapter of HCE will host a 
coffee hour for Ursula on the morning of       
October 4, 2009 at 9:30AM at the Clinton, IL 
Christian Church.  We would like to invite any 
HCE members and also the State Board     
members who would like to come to listen to 
her speak.  The Clinton Christian Church is 
located at 200 West Main St. in Clinton.  
Please RSVP by August 31 to the extension 
office (217-935 -5764) so we will have some 
idea of how many will be attending. 

 

 

 ASSOCIATED COUNTRY WOMEN     
OF THE WORLD 

We have received a note expressing a sincere 
thanks and gratitude to members of IAHCE 
from ACWW for our Pennies for Friendship 
that was sent to them after our March 2009     
Conference.  The money was allocated for: 

¶ Cameroon - Support Adult Literacy        
Activities/Stop HIV  

¶ India - Rural Sanitation Project 

A part of last yearõs donation was to be used 
for projects in Peru but due to complications, 
the $1,533.44 has been allocated to the   
Cameroon Project mention above. 

Below are pictured some of the projects our 
monies also go for: 

CWC CONFERENCE DATES 

2008 - Hot Springs, Arkansas -  Sept. 25-27 

2009 - West Des Moines, Iowa  

ACWW CONFERENCE DATES 

2010 - Hot Springs, Arkansas - April 19-28 

2013 - Shenyang, China 

Milk Cows 

Beneficiaries of the Agricultural Project 

Some of the Beneficiaries working in the field. 


