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W ow!  Annual Conference has come and gone and I did live through 
it!  Everything seemed to turn out real well and the ones in       

attendance seemed to have a good time...going to share shops, going 
through the exhibits, visiting old and new friends, enjoying the          en-
tertainment and eating delicious meals.  For those of you who missed it, 
I hope you can be with us next year. 

W hat a wonderful year has just passed.  2007 is already giving        
indications that it too, will be a great year for IAHCE.  There are so many activities     

already being planned in all of your counties. 

A s I have traveled around the counties, I have seen so many good projects that you are   
working on.  I have started a new award called the ºPresidents Appreciation Award».  As I 

see the counties doing things that impress me, I will present them with a certificate of           
appreciation.  I have been making a list and I did give some out at the annual conference.  More 
will be coming as I see things in your newsletters or at your annual meetings. 

O ur project in common with NVON has had a change.  Due to overwhelming response for 
this project, all goals for ºStitches for Survival» have been met.  Therefore, this project has 

been revised to continue with the ºStitches for Survival» theme, but will be supporting            
International Disaster Areas.  The same suggested NEW items are needed:  3 yards of cotton 
blend, solid or print fabric, 1 pair sewing scissors, 1 package needles, 1 spool thread and           
5-8 matching buttons.  Wrap these items in the fabric, place them in a sealed one-gallon zip 
lock bag, enclose your NVON Project in Common form and send to:  UMCOR Sager Brown    
Depot, P.O. Box 850, 131 Sager Brown Rd., Baldwin, LA 70514-0850.  Please keep a     
record of the number of packets you send so we will know how our state responds. 

N ancy Remmers and I are working on the CWC Meeting to be held in Springfield, IL in       
September.  If you would like to help with this meeting, just let me know¹-we certainly 

can use your help. 

S omething I would like to share with the members:  ºDon½t walk in front of me, I may not      follow.  Don½t walk behind me, I may not lead.  Just walk beside me and be my 
friend». 

Your Friend and President,                                        

       Ellie Maroon 

From the Desk of the President  

PAGE 3 



I have just finished a three year term as your Public 
Relations Director.  I truly enjoyed this position on 
the IAHCE board.  Of course, there were some ups 
and downs - but mostly ups!  I met so many nice 
people and consider them friends.  I hope we will 
continue to see each other at IAHCE events.                                                                                                          

When one thing ends - there seems to be        
something on the horizon.  In my case, I am        
remaining on the board as your 2nd Vice President.  
I know I can never replace Mitzi Bray - nor would I 
want to - but will do my best.  

My job on the IAHCE board will be attending to  
membership.  With state membership over 12,000, 
this is a really big job.  I hope I may count on all the   
counties for help.  Just keep on bringing those 
members in!  

Several years ago it was suggested that we      
separate membership and events, etc. from the 
ñCounty of the Year Award.ò  It seems to have been 
put on the óback burnerô.  At the Annual Conference 
the state board members heard more about this 
from the members.  It may take awhile, but we will 
try to have something different in place by the end 
of the year - when reports are due.                         

A little personal history for those of you who donôt 
know me - I have been a Franklin County HEA     
officer for many years. 

I live in Benton, Illinois - thatôs deep in Southern     
Illinois.  My husband Jim and I have already         
celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary.  We have 
three adult children, 10 grandchildren and 9        
great-grandchildren.  Many of you may know that 
we just added a new great-grandchild - all the way 
from China! 

Jim and I enjoy traveling and working in Franklin 
County HEAôs many community events.  Yes, Jim  
belongs to our óFamilyò unit.  He even writes a     
column for our county newsletter!  A little secret - 
Jim does my baking when we have to have food at 
our county events.  They accuse me of not knowing 
how to cook - BUT I DO! 

It is springtime in Southern Illinois, so that means 
we will be doing a lot of fishing in southern Illinois 
lakes. 

I hope this tells you a little about me and my life.  
Please feel free to e-mail or call me if you have   
questions or a problem.  If I donôt have the answer, I 
will try to connect to someone who does. 

Sincerely,   Margaret Duncan 

Thanks to all the County First Vice 
Presidents who showed up at our 
workshop in Effingham during the  
Conference!  We were packed into 
a roomða bit warmðbut ready to 
vote on the lessons for 2008-2009.  
Several Extension Educators were 
present along with Ruby Lingle who 
had organized the lesson ideas sent in by the   
counties.  Dr. Richard Warner, from the University, 
found himself in the hallway outside our doorðsorry 
we didnôt know he was present!  We had hoped to 
have our ñLesson Timelineò revised to make it a bit 
easier to understandðbut it didnôt happen this year. 

With the retirement of Ruby Lingle, Susan Taylor 
will be our liaison to the state board.  We look      
forward to working with her.  Below is a list of the 

2008-2009 ñLesson Topicsò chosen by the group: 

¶ Healthy Fruits and Vegetables (recipes and 
demos) 

¶ Packaged Lesson - Small Appliances (Series-
one per year 

¶ On-Line Catalog and Internet Shopping 

¶ Choosing a Financial Professional 

¶ Domestic/Elder Abuse 

¶ Living Single in a Coupleôs World 

¶ Growing Fruits in the Home and Garden 

¶ Timeline for Home Garden and Landscape 
Tasks 

I have had questions about the new ñCountry 
Studyò for next year.  It will be Greece .  Looking 
forward to greeting you in person at the Fall        
Workshops.                             

          Carol Whitcomb 
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First Vice President  - Carol Whitcomb  

2nd Vice President -   
Margaret Duncan 

Hello, 

I would like to introduce myself.  I am 
your newly elected 2nd Vice        
President.  I will be serving in this 
capacity for the next three years.                                                          
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORTS  
COMMUNITY OUTREACH  

From - Carolyn Fisher  

First, let us clean up some         
unfinished business.  Nancy   
Remmers wants me to remind you 
about the NVON / IAHCE projects which have 
been completed.  We are no longer collecting 
nurses uniforms, embroidery floss, seam binding 
or items for the Tarahumari Indians of Mexico.  
Our current 2007 NVON Project in common is a 
revised form of ñStitches for Survivalò.  Please  
refer to the NVON (National Volunteer Outreach 
Network) website (www.nvon.org) under ñprojectsò 
for the complete information and instructions.  
This time they are very specific about what they 
need to be sent. 

The second item is current unfinished business.  
In the Community Outreach 2006 IAHCE District  
Workshops, sources for wool yarn were         
questioned.  My article with sources was not 
printed in the previous newsletter.   However, 
since then changes in some sources have        
occurred.  I have found ñLion Brand Wool Easeò in 
the following chains:  Hancock Fabrics, JoAnne 
Fabrics (New York Fabrics, Cloth World) and  
Walmart.  Since then it has been rumored that 
Walmart will be eliminating its fabric and craft       
section.  I have yet to receive an answer from 
them as to whether or not this is true.  The best 
mail order source is Herrschners, 2800 Hoover 
Avenue, Stevens Point, WI   54492.  Their retail 
store is a fun place to visit.  Besides having their 
basic mail order catalogue, they also have a yarn 
catalogue.  Their telephone number is             
715-341-8686, e-mail address is: 
http://www.herrschners.com. 

Currently, the IAHCE Community Outreach project 
is to collect school supplies for a school in your 
area.  Other successful outreach projects from 
your county in 2007 may qualify you for a       
Presidentôs Award! 

On the environmental front, mercury is again a 
rising concern.  Those new high density energy 
saving light bulbs are now rumored to contain 
mercury (which means they cannot go into the 
landfill).  Mercury is also a component of 
Thimerosal.  Thimerosal is commonly used in 
some contact lens solutions and flu shots.  Keep 

Keep watching this space for further information if 
it becomes available. 

   Carolyn Fisher 

         ************************** 

FAMILY ISSUES  

Our new Family Issue Director is Lynn Kearney 
from Atwater, Illinois.  Here is a little information 
about her: 

I went to High School in Springfield and then to       
college in Kansas where I got my degree in      
Business Administration.  I was employed for 31 
years, mainly in the welfare system for the states 
of Texas and Illinois.  Working with the people 
who were on welfare has given me a greater    
insight and sensitivity to many problems and   
family issues we all face.  I believe I can bring this  
knowledge to the job of Family Issues Director. 

I currently am the Macoupin County International     
Director; this is my third year on the board. 

This year, I co-chaired a Vintage Style Show and 
High Tea as a fund raiser for Macoupin County 
HCE.  I coordinated securing the site, keeping 
track of all the tickets sold, coordinating food we 
served and assuring table settings for 18 tables 
were in place.  We had the support of each unit 
and were very happy to have sold 140 tickets and 
made $2,474.00.  This was an extremely         
successful venture for Macoupin County HCE.  
Also, in an effort to attract more members to HCE, 
we kept a list of the people who attended, noting 
who is not yet a member.  This has 
given us a contact base to seek 
new members.  We also attracted 
many young  people to HCE 
through the tea and style show by 
utilizing them as models for the  vin-
tage fashions shown. 

I also am active in Macoupin 
County Historical Society, Catholic 
Charities, Lincoln Power Squadron, 
my high school reunion and Classic Hattitudes, a 
Red Hats Society group. 

   Lynn Kearney 
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORTS  
PUBLIC RELATIONS  

From - Sharon Middleton  

My knees are still shaking from the     
experience at the Annual Conference.  
Walking up to the lectern to read a short 
speech seemed to take an eternity.  My 
husband of 40 years told me to breathe 
deep, talk slow and pretend to be Hilary 
Clinton.  He said, ñThis is your 15 minutes and you own 
the stageò.  Telling you how nervous I was wasnôt just 
an ice breaker, but the truth.  Standing in front of     
hundreds of your peers is not my cup of tea.  We all 
survived the experience and learned a lot. 

I want to thank Karen Halicki for nominating me at the 
conference and all the Macon County HCE members 
for urging me to run for Public Relations Director.  
Thanks also to all the members of the Annual         
Conference that voted me into office.  Creating      
newsletters are my cup of tea. 

I wish to thank the IAHCE board for such a nice       
welcome.  Lynn, Mary Lea and I are the newest board 
members.  A smiling face from everyone feels really 
good. 

Now down to business!  Looks like everyone found my 
mailing or e-mail address.  The mailbox has been full 
with articles pouring in from around the state.  My    
husband has been collecting all the beautiful postage 
stamps before I can get the letters open.  All counties 
are sending in wonderful reports.  It is great seeing 
what you all are doing in your counties for HCE.  All 
reports received by the deadline will be included in the     
newsletter.  Since the articles are displayed by District 
and county, inserting late reports into the center of the 
newsletter when Iôm typing up the last few pages 
makes a lot of extra work.  Thanks for being prompt. 

The criteria for articles are:  No more than 500 words 
without a photo.  No more that 350 words with a photo.  
I will resize all photos for best fit.  Since this newsletter 
is new for me, these article criteria may change later. 

Just to remind you that the next issue will be out      
August 1

st
.  The deadline for those articles is July 1

st
.   

If you have any questions or ideas for the newsletter, 
either write, call or e-mail me. 

As the front cover shows, we are going to work outside 
the box. 

 

   Sharon Middleton 

CULTURAL ENRICHMENT  

From - Barbara Spencer  

Hello! 

I was elected to be your 
new Cultural Enrichment 
Director at the Annual    
Conference.  You probably 
read my short bio in the last issue of the        
Newsletter.  I have worn many hats over the 42 
years where I worked either as a bookkeeper,      
secretary, laboratory technician and chemist.  
Now I am sort of retired - being a grandmother 
explains the ñsort ofò part. 

I know it will not be an easy task to replace Lucille 
as she was such an efficient and very imaginative 
director.  Like other new directors, it will take me 
time to get into the ñswing of thingsò, so I ask you 
to be patient with me. 

The Cultural Enrichment of the Annual             
Conference went very well and there were some 
very outstanding projects enrolled.  Each of you 
are a winner for your hard work and creativity. 

However, I want to remind you that there is more 
to Cultural Enrichment than hand crafted items.  
Read page 25 in the Gray Book and you will see 
many other categories listed. (Board members 
have this Gray Book)  I challenge you to try many 
of them in your counties.  Start thinking now about 
what you could enter next year.  In the meantime, 
I will be thinking too, about something we can do 
as a special project.  I look forward to meeting you 
at the District Workshops in August! 

   Barbara Spencer 
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Eunice Pagel - Past State President        
1917 - 2007                                                                                                             

 

Martha Eunice Pagel, 89, of Rockford, 
died on Thursday, February 1, 2007 at the Springwood 
Nursing Home in Rockford.  She was born April 14, 1917 to 
Eleanor and Neil Gale of Burritt Township.  She graduated 
from Rockford High School in 1934.  She married Charles 
E. Pagel, lived and worked in Rockford for years, then moved 
back to Burritt Township to farm and raise their adopted   
infant son.  Eunice was a 4-H club leader for 25 years and 
helped young ladies with countless prom and bridesmaid½s 
dresses. 

She taught sewing lessons at the Champion Park Apts. for 
five years, worked as the bookkeeper at Schacht-Tuck Co. five 
years and the Farm Bureau nine years.  She was later named 
Manpower Temporaries½ Secretary of the Year and was with 
Colonial Caterers 40 years, supervising at hundreds of 
events, including the Kentucky Derby five years. 

Her talents for homemaking were only surpassed by her   
leadership abilities.  The Illinois Homemakers Extension  
Association elected Eunice to three terms as Vice President of 
Cultural Arts and Textiles, then to a term as State President 
in 1987-1988.  She attended the International convention 
in Ireland, then reported on it to local chapters across the 
State of Illinois.  

The Rockford Register-Star published an article recognizing 
her as a positive role model, and she was named a ºSuper 
Senior» in 2001.  She was a lifelong active member of the 
Burritt Community Methodist Church in Wempletown. 

She loved plants, animals, children and rural living.  She was 
always helping others, cheerful, optimistic, witty and a solid 
source of moral support for everyone who knew her. 

She is survived by her son, Edward J. (Sylvia) Pagel, sisters 
Dorothy (Howard) Hays of Rolla, MO and Louise Shepley of 
Tucson, AZ plus many nieces and nephews.  Predeceased by 
husband Charles and sister, Fran. 

Remembrances can be sent to: ejpagel1@netzero.net 

MEMORIALS 
Janet Sawyer  

Past State Board Member               
1914 - 2007  

 

 

Janet E. Sawyer, 92, of Manor Care Champaign, IL died  
February 1, 2007 at the home of her daughter.  She was 
survived by four daughters and two sons.  A memorial service 
was held on February 5th  at the First United Methodist 
Church in Champaign.  Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Church, Empty Tomb or DBSA (Depression  
Bipolar Support Alliance) of Urbana, Champaign.  Janet was 
a graduate of the University of Minnesota with a major in 
library science.  She and her husband lived near Urbana from 
1950 - 2001.  Janet was an active HEA / HCE    member 
for many years.  She was Public Information  chairman for 
her local HCE unit, served on her Champaign County board 
and two years as P. I. Director for the State Illinois Home-
makers Extension Federation (IHEF) Board.  Later she would 
cover 4-H club news for the local papers.          Employment 
included working in the Binding Division of the University 
of Illinois Library from 1973 - 1984.  Her achievements 
included being one of three authors -  writing a substantial 
portion of a book  published in 1999 called ºAn Aim for the 
Homemaker: 75 Years of Education and      Outreach 1924 
- 1999».  She became interested in writing poetry as she 
supported her husband in his writings.  She is preceded in 
death by her husband.  Condolences may be   offered at:            
www.renner-wikoffchapel.com  

 

 

This space is for memorials to past IAHCE members.  If you 
want to spotlight a member of your county who has passed 
away, send it to me for this page.  This will just be a place to 
acknowledge them for being in IAHCE.  Space will be limited 
to what can be inserted.  We½ll start with 2007 and not  
before.   



HIGHLIGHTS OF 2007               
CONFERENCE 

Entertainment 

The Great America Family      
Lee & Phyllis Farlow 

Adams-Brown County One of the Cultural Enrichment Winners 

Cultural Enrichment Display 

Carolyn Fisher          
Community Outreach     

Carol Whitcomb         
1st  Vice President 

Scrapbooking 

Gourd Craft 

Teneriffe Embroidery 

Tai-Chi 

Safety for Women 

Classes 

Gospel Generations                      
Vickie Hollingsworth, Kay Brinkley, Nancy Harper IAHCE Singers                

Lead by Carolyn Fisher 
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