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From the Desk of the President 

W hat an exciting conference we had in Springfield at the Crowne Plaza  
Hotel.  It was one big birthday party for President Lincoln and        

IAHCE.  A very sincere thank you to the co-chairs, Sandy Bechtold and 
Lynn Kearney, for all their work and dedication in making this conference      
successful! 
 

O f course, part of the excitement for me was being elected your new 
State President and I cannot tell you how very honored I am.  I feel my membership 

in this wonderful organization has made my life better not only from the lessons we 
have shared, but also in the friendships that were made.  It is my personal goal that the 
State Board and I will work as a team to achieve the goals of IAHCE. 
 

I  would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to the Edgar County HCE board and county 
members for hosting a reception after the banquet.  It was wonderful to meet so many 

of you from throughout the state. 
 

I f anyone has any suggestions or comments for improving our organization and         
increasing member benefits, please contact me by phone, mail or e-mail.  My contact       

information can be found in this newsletter. 
 

N aturally, one of our goals is to increase membership.  I must ask each of you to 
reach out and personally invite a friend, neighbor or acquaintance to visit your 

next unit meeting.  I am confident that when your friend discovers what a great             
organization we are, they will want to be a part of it, so be prepared to tell them how 
easy it is to join.  If we all work together, our organization will continue to grow and    
improve. 
 

I  was excited that my son was able to attend the Elsie Meis Banquet and installation of 
officers.  He certainly enjoyed the dinner, entertainment by Ken Bradbury and the       
reception hosted by Edgar County afterwards.  He called his wife and told her he didnõt   
realize he would have so much fun at the conference with ladies as old as his mother!  
You know, he might join if he lived in Illinois! 
 

S ee you in August at the district workshops. 
 

 
       Marilyn Daughhetee 
       IAHCE State President 
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 EXECUTIVE BOARD    

1st Vice President   
NYMPHA WHITE  

It was great to see many of you at the 

2009 Annual Conference which is 
now history.  Though the number of 

attendees was lower than the previous 

years, we, the State Officers,  tried to work hard in         
preparing everything for the conference so everyone will 

have a nice time for learning and enjoyment.   
 

I would like to thank the County First Vice Presidents 

who attended my workshop and helped choose our      
Lessons for Living for the next HCE year.  Likewise, the 

counties who submitted their suggested topics for the 

Lessons for Living.  Your valuable input was really          

appreciated.   To Susan Taylor, our University of Illinois 

Extension Liaison representative and the other two      
University Extension educators, Miss Patti Saughn and 

Mr. David Robson, who came and helped us by explaining 
the topics available for our lessons.  We hoped that you 

will be pleased with the choices of Lessons for Living 

which was voted on at our Share Shop at the Annual 
Conference. 

 
My heartfelt congratulations to all the winners of the 

Education and Membership awards as well as the            

non-winners too, for I know you all work hard or did your 
best in your county lessons and programs.  As the saying 

goes, many are called but few are chosen.  Maybe next 
year you will get it. 

 

To all the Chorus Ladies of IAHCE, youõre wonderful to 
work with and I thank you for your continued support in 

making our annual conference enjoyable by sharing your 
melodious voices.  Please let me know if you  would like to 

join us again at the NVON Conference in July at Our 

Lady of the Snow in Belleville. 
 

Any county or member who would like to get a copy of 
the IAHCE Grey Guidebook, please let me know.  The 

price is still the same, $12.00. 

 

Counties who also would like to apply for a Support Fund 

Grant, please refer to our Grey Guidebook for forms,     
requirements and deadline. 

 
Wishing you all a Blessed Easter season and a Happy 

Motherõs Day.  

   Nympha White  

2nd Vice President                              

MARGARET DUNCAN  

Congratulations to our new IAHCE      

President, Marilyn Daughhetee and our 
other newly elected officers and directors.  

Ours is surely an elite group!  I was so sorry 

that I wasnõt able to attend the entire      
conference this year.  I had planned to spend Tuesday and 

Wednesday with all of you.. At least I was able to attend 
the opening luncheon, my 2nd Vice Presidentõs Class and 

the Tuesday evening Awards Banquet.  I understand the 

entire conference was outstanding. 

Congratulations to Perry CountyñCounty of the 

YearñGreat American Familyñalong with Best       

Program of the Year.  Congratulations to all the IAHCE 

counties in attaining the Presidentõ s Awards and other 

program awards.  You are an awesome bunch! 

I was handed a challenge at the August Workshopsñ

find a stateðwide membership program.  After a lot of 

thought, I put together a òmembership quiltó using only 
one pattern piece.  This tiny pattern piece starts with each 

member and forms connecting pieces that will mesh into 
units, counties and then the IAHCE state membership.  It 

isnõt complicated.  You donõt even have to make the 

quiltñit can be a òvirtual reality quiltó.  I hope this will 

be well received.  Just ask me more about it. 

Reading has always been a passion of mine.  I included 
ôliteracy for both adult and childrenõ in my 2nd Vice 

Presidentõs Class for conference.  I cannot fathom people 
being unable  to red and enjoy a good booké.and get 

along in the world today.  It is still hard for me to realize 

(even after being in literacy programs for many years) 
that many children and adults cannot read above a 4th 

grade level.  They have òfallen between the cracksó in 
public education.  I donõt know who is really to blame.  

But clearly help is needed.  You can consider yourself one 

of the lucky onesé.if you can read!  Just imagine being 
denied a good job because you cannot read well enough 

to follow directions.  Please consider joining one of the 
many different literacy organizations in your community 

that are helping our citizens learn to read and live! 

A little personal noteñperhaps by this time many of you 

know that I had been diagnosed with colon cancer.  I had 
surgery March 17th.  I am now feeling better and cancer 

free.  I had been ill for the most part of a year.  I am still 

recovering from the surgery, but I am still so much better.  



I want to thank each an everyone of you for your cards, 
letters, thoughts and especially all of your prayers.  I 

firmly believe that all of these, plus a good surgeon, and 

Godõs will pulled me through.  I also thank my family for 
being there when I needed them.  I donõt know what the 

future holds in terms of chemo and radiation but with 

your continued prayersñI will survive! 

Again, I canõt begin to thank all of you for being my friend 

and please keep me in your prayers. 

   Margaret Duncan 

SECRETARY            
CAROLYN FISHER  

Secretary Notes 
 

 
 

Happy Spring!  This is my first message to 

you as IAHCE Secretary and I will keep 
it brief. 

 
As I told you during the Annual Meeting at our 2009 

IAHCE Annual Conference, I am in the process of          
updating the IAHCE Past Board lists.  None of these lists 

identify the board members by their counties.  If you  

have information in your county archives or records of 
members who have served on the board of Illinois Home 

Bureau, Illinois Homemakers Extension Federation,      
Illinois Association for Family and Community               

Education, and/or Illinois Association for Home and 

Community Education, please let me know by postal mail 
or e-mail.  Also, let me know if someone has changed their 

name or has died.  Your assistance will reduce the number 
of pages of missing past members that will be a part of 

your Secretary packet for the IAHCE District Workshops 

in August. 
 

My biography appears later in this issue. So I will not 
waste paper introducing myself. 

 

Carolyn Fisher 
 

 

 

Community Outreach  
VI HUEBNER  

 

This is my first year as Community     
Outreach Director.  I havenõt had a 

chance to do a lot of research, but  plan to 

have a couple of new projects. 
1. Promote the 3 Rõs - reduce, reuse and 

recycle. 
2. Promote programs on how to avoid con artists and 

scams. 

3. Adopt a highway. 
Keep working on your individual projects and those Linus 

Blankets.  They are appreciated more than you know. 
 

Remember our NVON project in common òMADó,    

working with foster children.  Foster children fall under 
the umbrella of DCFS. 

   Vi Huebner 
 

Family Issues 
Lynn Kearney  

 

We have just arrived home from the 2009 
Annual Conference. It was wonderful to 

see many of you at the Annual Conference. 

 
The Family Issues class on Childhood    

Obesity with Dr. Sarraf was very well       
received.  She had the latest statistic on the problem and 

told us what she is doing for children in and around 

Springfield, with schools, parents and children all            
involved in dealing with this problem.  She wants all to 

know that this is a major problem in America.  Check 
your packets and please pass this information on to your 

counties and units.  If you did yet receive your packets 

contact your District Director. 
 

We will be talking more about this problem at the         
August workshops, if you see any articles in the            

newspaper or magazines bring them with you.  We learn a 

lot from each other.  I am asking the American Heart     

Association to provide us with some written material.  I do 

not intend to read to you, but to discuss this problem. 
As always, I am asking you to put the information you 

have been given to use in your counties as lessons.  Now as 
you know with the Extension having to cut back, we need 

to step forward and educate our people.  This is one     

problem that not only effects children but will affect 
them as adults. 

    Lynn Kearney 
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ASK A FRIEND TO  

JOIN YOU  

AT  YOUR NEXT  

HCE MEETING!  

EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORTS  
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORTS 
INTERNATIONAL  

RITA STEWART  

Many of you met Rita at Conference.  
She is from Perry County and has a      

colorful history which you can read 
later in the newsletter with the           

biographies of the newly elected officers.  She has        

traveled to many foreign countries including Mexico, 
Canada, Denmark, Holland, Sweden, England, France, 

Greece, Turkey, Italy, formerly Yugoslavia, Bermuda and 
the Bahamas.  So she will be a wonderful International 

Chairman.  Welcome, Rita. 

 

 

Cultural Enrichment  
BARB SPENCER  

 
State Conference 2009 is over and I 

want to thank all of you nice ladies 
who assisted me in any and every way 

at the Cultural Enrichment Best of Show.  We had 152 

entries and they were all superb.  I keep hearing that 
hand quilting is on its way out - no it isnõt.  We had  a 

beautiful selection  of quilts, both hand and machine 
quilted.  There are so many talented ladies in our             

organization and Iõm glad that I  wasnõt a judge.  Another 

thanks to the five ladies who were judges as they           
represented Cultural Enrichment in their counties.  We 

had no accidents or disappearing items.  A scrap book 
belonging to Pike County that was in the area with other 

displays must have been mistakenly taken and Iõm sure 

will be returned.  I feel that we had a good Share Shop too 
with a lot of sharing of ideas.  Conference is a good time 

for that and Fall Workshop is where we work to get ready 
for reports for the next Conference and discuss Make-It 

and Take-It items.  So bring any craft ideas and patterns 

you have to the Fall Workshops. 
 

I appreciate all of the reports this year and wish I could 
give more than one Grand Award.  This year it went to 

White County where they created a museum in their 

town.  I hope that more counties send in reports next year.  
The Apron Tales book went over well especially at the 

sales table.  I think there were only five left.  We will do 
another little book for next year.  It will be something a 

òGrandmother might want to tell a grandchildó.  The 

deadline for sending the òshortó stories to me is January 
15, 2010.  The deadline reports is January 31, 2010 (early 

ones are welcome) and the deadline for Best of Show           
registrations is March 1, 2010.  Early ones are welcome but 

I know many of you wait for your craft shows.   

 

Is there someone who would be interested in being the 
State Cultural Enrichment Director?  You would be    

representing your county.  My term is up next year and 

a new director would be installed at State Conference.  
You need not do a writing project  This was my idea 

when someone asked me about one.  The office would 
be yours and you could decide on a special project.  

Please be thinking about it.  Iõm sure you will enjoy it as 

much as I have. 
 

Thank you again ladies for helping me to make the Best 
of Show a success. 

    Barb Spencer 

 

 

PUBLIC RELATIONS     
SHARON MIDDLETON  

 

It was a great conference.  If you missed it, 
you must be sure to come next year when 

we have our Annual Conference at the 
DoubleTree in Bloomington, IL.  

 

I was excited to see all of the PR Chairman at my share 
shop.  Although, time seemed short, there was                

discussion on how each of our counties could promote 

their membership with many ways to reach out to     

others in our neighborhoods  to make them aware of 
what HCE represents to each of us.  I hope to bring more 

information to all of the counties at our August     

Workshops.   
 

I have been appointed the webmaster for our                
IAHCE.org website.  Plans are underway at this writing 

to add lots of information for you and possible new 

members to HCE.  Start looking for an updated site by 
June.  I hope to also have information for counties to be 

able to link to this site so that their information will be 
available to any guest that might want to become a 

member in your area.  This may be a way to make the 

younger generation aware of education that is         
available not only to our members but to all those in our 

communities.  Be looking for our new look in June. 
 

Congratulations to Edgar County on their Grand 

Award in Public Relations.  I had many great booklets.  I 
hope you all are keeping track of  what you are doing 
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A note from Debbie Borries to International Chairmen--  

I am sad to say I am being replaced as International         
Director, but happy to report that Rita Stewart from Perry 

County is my replacement, and she seems to be eager to be      

International Director!  I think you will enjoy her sense of 
humor, and I know you will welcome her as you have     

embraced me.  Thank you for the past two years-- I have so 
enjoyed them working with you!  I visited 16 counties (I 

think) and reinforced my belief that we have a great      

organization of women.  I am so proud of you all!  Keep up 
the good work and please keep in touch with me. Thanks 

again!                                                                                                                              

Debbie Borries 

  
 NOMINATING COMMITTEE  
 
We have just installed new officers on the State IAHCE 

Board, but there are openings to be filled each year.  The 
Nominating Committee of the Illinois Association for 

Home and Community Education is seeking the names of 

candidates who would like to serve a three year term on 
the State Board. 

 
Officer and Education Directors to be elected at the 

2010 Annual Conference are: 

¶ 2nd Vice President - (in charge of membership) 
Works with the District Directors and must have 

been on the State Board previously. 
¶ Cultural Enrichment Director - Shares her talent in 

arts and crafts.  She must have served on her County 

Board. 
¶ Family Issues Director - Selects the main topic of 

study relating to family issues.  She must have served 
on her County Board. 

 

It is an honor and a privilege to be able to represent your 
County on the State Board.  Please help us by                

identifying members whose enthusiasm, energy and   
expertise will benefit this organization.   Please send the 

completed IAHCE State Board application on pages 54 
and 55 of the IAHCE (gray) Guidebook by October 1, 

2009 to:   
 

Barb Spencer 
IAHCE Nominating Committee Chairman 

8031 Mulkeytown Rd.                                                             
Mulkeytown, IL   62865 

SPECIAL REPORTS 

in the upcoming year such as a:  

1. Special Activity you are doing this year.   

2. What you do during HCE Week. 
3. All of what you are doing in PR all year. 

That are the areas to work on so that you can submit 

your county for a Presidentõs Award  which will be due 
January 31, 2010.  Keep good track of each of your 

events and I expect to see a lot of reports coming my 
way. 

 

Until the August Workshopé.Have a wonderful Spring 
and a not so Hot Summer filled with fun, volunteering 

and working with HCE in your counties. 
 

   Sharon Middleton 

 
CERTIFIED CVU       

Alice Grooms  
 
The IAHCE members turned in 310,358 

hours this year.  What a great number.  

Continue volunteering and continue 
keeping track of the hours you              

volunteer and see if we can top those hours for next 
year! 

 
HAPPY  ANNIVERSARY! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
As I was working on this newsletter, one morning while 

reading my local newspaper, I spied the above photo.  

Iõm sure most of you know Ruth and Bob Peverly of 

Clinton, Il.  April 8, 2009 they will be celebrating their 

65th wedding anniversary.  A reception for them was 
held April 5, 2009 at the Clinton Presbyterian Church. 

Cards can be sent to 13001 Taft Rd., Clinton, IL  61727 
Congratulations Ruth and Bob! 


